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Marilla M. Ricker 



(By Josephine K. Henry.) 

"Marina i- the High Prieeteu of Pre* 
thought in America BSberl Habbarfl. 

in the Philistine of September, 1966, Iti 
Editor, Elbert Hubbard, ^iio wields t in* 
Itri n u« St pen In tin' field Of journalism 
since the passing oi the InunortuJ Baladln, 
ptjri ;i splendid tribute to the inbieel of 
this iketcb, erhoee ability and long eervtoe 
to the causes of Libert] and Juatlee, nuka 
h» r easil] the irenteel living American 
woman. This tribute hy the great Jouis 
nullet ami ora'or sparkles with nil and 
pathos, and the genini of the nrlter brings 
out in boM relief the trne oharaeter of tins 

wa man who is 

"Large as mankind in In r splendid hn 
inanity. 

i arge In its record the wort ahe baa 
d me." Marina If. Ricker has reflected great 
credit on the blatoric Btate <r New Hamp- 
shire, bj being ■ native of thai state and 
B»aaj of It itati an* n Inriata, and oratora 

had to look to theft Iann is after Marilla 

a] i" an d. 

The date of Marilla .- l»ir h i< unknown 

and l( maj nave taken plane la prehlatorlc 
thnea. But arboee bneineaa Ii that! Tin 
world lias only tlaae to z'"*' thanks that sin 

brre, and is doing valiant service to the 

human race in freeing it from alavery, 
iuperatltion and Injue' Ice. "Fra BSbertna* 
layi afaiilla is nleety-f nr yean old, that 
ahe was narrled one thonaand yeara ago. 
and that sin- became i widow at twenty- 
right it would ! nnbeooming In me to dis- 
pute with thli learned journaliet on thla 
anee'lon. It may i>.- that 'Tra Blbertus" 
waa there when Ifaiilla'i birth wai record- 
ed In the femil) Bible, and who knows bni 
bae ami the beat man at her wedding 1 
Marilla and •Tra Blot rtne." Tbeee two! 
they are Indeed itan of the Brat magnitude 
iu the literary firmament, and when then 
linht oeaaei 'o ibine aa ecltnec will take 
place In the world of thought 

it was most Sttlng that Bo One a tribute 
to afurllla and ber life work should have 
i en written i»v the editor of the Phlllatlne 
i leema to me that m mental explore- 

tions Kra BlbeitUI mUB< at times, cry out. 

"Alice where art thou?" and Mice Hubbard 
with ber ipleudid Intellectuality and mental 
pome ^« n* rt aaly rt ipondi and brlaga htm 
fresh Inaplrntlon ><» ind<i entranced i million 
renders of the wandering little Phllla t lne 
that Bheda its light <n land and sea. Bnrel) 

in, man OOUld do t * is without the Inspire 
tiouai Influence of ■ grand woman. Itarllla 
m. Ricker eras horn ami reared on a farm 
in New Durham, Kew Hampshire Her 
father was Johnatbeu B. Young and in r 
mother Hannah i » Btevena. Her father waa 
a man of Bplendid mind and attalnmen B, 
broad and liberal minded and ■ Freethinker 

and woman suffragist from the first, with | 

mental Integrity and ragged honesty a* 
rock ribbed as tin- might) mountntoa of his 
native stat«-. ii.- wai i distant relative of 
the noted Brig*? am Young;. Her mother was 

I <i | ut Church woman, she had four ehil 

dr n. Three of die children alwaya at 
tended church with ber on Bundny ( hut Ma 
riiia poaltlvely refttaed to ^> sin- stayed at 
homo with ber hVber who was her ehum 
ami <•» mradt . and. in the summer the) 
■pant the "Lord's Day H Baiting the cattle, 
looking after tin- maeee, ate. Ifarllhi waa 
Indeed i child of nature, sin- aava as a child 
ahe could run mater, climb tn m quicker, 



ami make more oojae ihan any other bos or 
girl In the neighborhood. She rode all the 
horaea bare-baok, loaded hay, dropped corn, 
beana, potato and pumpkin teed. Hei 
father alwaya said M a «iri waa as good as 

I boy and a little better". Sin- was passion 

ately f ml oi hooks and \\ hen only foui 
yeara old sin- nut tin* large htters out of 
tin- newepapcra and followed her father 
around be farm asking him what they 
were. Bbe could read at live, Her mother 
w;iii!. d all the children to kneel and pray 
a' night, Marilla sat bolt upright in her lit- 
tl< chair, and looking her mo' her in the 
fac< with a determined look, said I will 
not pray Hannah." sin- called her mother 

Hannah win n sin- did not Ii!-..- her. As a 

growing child when Marilla would refuse 
i n prn) or go to church, her mother would 
aa] to her, *'Mariiia you are exactly like 

j ■ father" and she would reply, Tea 

Hannah, hut you gnve me my father and i 

am entirel) satisfied with him " Her hooks 

a/ere her joy and delight and even evening 
i,. by the kitchen table ami by the 

light o» a Whale oil lamp or tallow dip 

gather* l <!■•• knowledge thai baa made hei 

H ],.,| ,• j,, the world of thought today. She 

hi came a teacher at sixteen. The mat 
school ahe taught sh'' made her pupils read 
from different bt ,,:<;; 111 the morning Inatead 
of the Bible. The cmmltie** raaaa In s< ,( - 
her ami told her Bhe must read In the 
Bible, no the Beat morning Bhe said to her 
pupils, "We will now read the startling 
,,,, i • j ; -r prcotmt of Jonah whllal ha was 
i oji nrner in thf Bub-marine hotel." Sr^ 
c«#m« mighty near losing her school aev« rai 
•,::mv Mn:i"r was m n i \< .loh.i h'eker. 

i di r , cl d< set ndanl i f the great Gen. Richer 
g] ;|W . |.;m» rt Hnbbard rj i of him "That 
h,. bad dlacrimmntlon ami great good 
s» ns<- is sure, for did h»- not have brains 

< i »m;l. marry Marilla? Ottl) an ml, 

angel oould !>•' «'» " ,;,,< ' tor thli woman, no 
archbishop could" '<> which we respond wit' 
emptiest sure 'A h< a aft rllla h< came t 

widow sin- studied law and was admitted 

to the Bar of B unrt rne Ck>urt of the Dls 
trict of Columbia, Maj 12, 1882. 
y\\ < i pened Ike Mew Hampshire Bar in 

v. , in July, 1890. in ut".". the powers 

that !»«■ in New Hampshire decided 'hat a 
woman cannot practice law in that state 

And Marilla in Iff overflowing K<>od humor 

p rots to the Jndge \v bo thui d< eided "thm 
inasmuch as sin- bad practiced law !"<"• 
twen*3 three yeara, flfteen <t them in New 
Hampshire, it remind* <i her nf the privnte 

who si nuh a superior officer and was told 

ii ama agnlnat tin- law for a private i<- 
^trik<- a superior, and the private replied, 

i -n b) George, rve done, dun It, 1 ami M i- 
rtH a n pi, an a/nphatlc pri Bs said to the 
ludge 'I've dona dun it and what arc yon 
lofoi i<» «:« about it V " 

in \ia\. i^'.n. sin- waa admitted lo pme 
t| ce hi fore tin' Bupreme court of <in^ 
United Btatea, and she baa won many 
Cfl , i„ fore thai august court, she aaually 
s|>endfl ber winters in Washington City and 
has defended more frlendleaa priaonera 
without oompenaation than all other law- 
yen pract Icing at that bar. When ahe 
began practice at the Washington bar a 
man might be Imprisoned for debt some 
►lm< s for life, but Mm- womnn of grt ai 
hrart ami brain advanced such arguments 
against bucb bnrnnriam that this law is as 
dead as ohnttel Blnverj in tin- District of 



Columbia MnrlHa waa appointed 
fntt d Btatea Commlaaioner by Qen. Grant 
and her diaclalonfl arc quoted to this day. 
During President sfcKinley*i adminnttra- 1 

tlcn Marilla was slatrd for a foreign con 
sulship and though far mop- competent 

than the avt rage eoneul or foreign mmiater, 
Bbe was defeated becauae s 1 »• was a are 

man. which pTOVCB that political partlOfl ;»»'« 
looking out for favorites than the ability 

of their appoin'eea. Ifarllla If. Ricker baa 
alwaya poeaeaaed an ample fortune, ami 
being a splendid financier sin- has kept h 

intact and inct« a<ed it, which has enabled 

her to i»e more then gen e rous to the great 
'■;nis« ^< Bhe advocatee, and to those who 

■ ad In-lp she «ives with a lavish auttd. 

she has traveled extenaively apendtng 
1 1 b rears in Europe. On her firs' trii> 
1 i n\ >h. caitied ti letter of Introduction 
from United states chi« f Justice, Balmoo 
iv Chaae, '«» the Chief Juatlee of Bngland, 

ami she was invited by Unit dignitary to 
don a robe and Wig ami sit <> M the Bench 
wi'h him. which she did. being the first 
and only Woman 'hat ever sat en the Su 

preme Bench with Bmgland'a Chief Juatlee. 
i wi»i eenture that Marilla bad as much 

Mains and law BeUBO as that Chief of .Ins 

tic.-, and i anon she v^a< better looking, for 
s' e has a commanding manner, .ami .a head 
and lac- hnndtomt r than the mode's of the 
Roman Benntor. We all knoa lodges a- a 

rule are not handsome or burdened wi ll 

brains, or the other qualities that should 

COnatltute the model indue. If Marilla were 

on the tJnlted Btatea Bupreme Bench tor 
arhlel sh. is batter fitted than many that 
have I- en there, we would not only have a 
hett r l". Ring ludge that am i vt r had be 

fore, hut one that WOUld not revorse her 

own decision tor political pnrnoaea. Ma- 
rilla waa a born Freethinker and Woman 
Buffraalat There never was a time irken 

■be did wan* to vot.-. ,and she sajfl she QBed 
to jre?1 "bloody murder" when her father 

would lake her brother si\ years older than 
ike wm "town meeting" .and her mother 

would not let her go. 

In March 1870 Marilla went t<> the polls 

at her home in Dover, New Ffampehtre and 
tried to vote, hut arai refused bec a uae aha 

ara a woman, al hou^h she was some 

i irentj one j i an old, a law abiding cltlaen 
and a large taxpayer. Thli Is the sham 
republicanism we are l i n i i» ^ under today, 
a B ,| are have 'he results in our political, 
Pnsnclal, ludlclal, Induatrlal, and soclnl re. 
llfdoUl rottenness that Ik preying on the 

viiai> of the [Tnlted sta'es government. 

U/ben Marilla M Bicker was refused a 

rote ihe appeared before the selectmen of 

her i<»v%n and made a speech of protest be 

tor.- them, which Ii one "i the lines! things 

In suffrage literature She instituted the 
suffrage organisation in New Hampshire 

ami with her brains, Influence, and money 

his done more for the women Of her state 
1 an;. oth< r x.oniau w | bltl it: DOrdt PS 

Bhe i h i If n i mber of Hi Natkmal Ruff 
rage Association ami has given much money 
m tin cause, Tin Woman Buffrage leaders 

of toda) are BO( made of the timber <»! 

Elisabeth Cad) Stanton. Bnaan B. Anthony 

■ id Marilla. M Ricker, DUt Bpettd more 

time lunketing through Europe than worh 
for Worn a Buffrage in 'he United 
siat. s. consequently Bngland and other for 
i |gn countries are leaving us in the rent- on 
the suffrage question, ami it ua\ be 'hat 
are will l a\« to ho I. shed lo the wheels <»r 
the car of Progreaa, as the South was on 

tin- slaverj quoatlon. 
Bui the crowning glory of this grant 
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American women*! lift li the work the ha« 
done for Preethought Marina is i bom 
Freethinker end bar reason has bean bat 
guide through lit** si 0 never learned ait- 
don from ber mother*! knee, she learned i f 
from old mother Nature, 

Bad is tin f;ict thai tht average Ohrlttlan 
woman cultivate! the aitdom la bar knee, 
tnd uarer brlnia in r brain poarer into 
action, bat kneels before the fetiches ser 
up for ber by the clergy, tnd wbll< the 
prayt tad teaehet ber children knee r<- 
ligion, tii»' clergy pray upon ber credulity, 
fear, vitality, and ■ubetanoe. This woman 
is so deep a thinker, that the "faith de> 
llTered to the saints" always capltulateg to 

in r robust reaaoning. The Poj f Rome 

ami liis cardinals. tho arc! bishops of Can- 
terbury combined with the high prelates of 

the rellglOUS world, hold not so helpful and 

honored a place in the proaresi of the 

world as this American woman, with her 

greai mind, tterllng common tenae, tubllme 

<•( urage and aplendld individuality. 

Elbert Hubbard tayt of Mnriiia "She had 
no predeceeeora, she never win bare a sue 
eeaaor; she has no duplicates; and the only 
person who looks Has her is Marllla 

Richer,** and ho i s risht. She is an indi- 
vidualized, self poised, self converted. Inde- 
nt ndent woman. The chromo woman man 
ufeetured from the cut made i»\ the clergy, 
(ami h< r number is legion), is ;i burden to 

herself, and a bar to the prcgrOSI of tin- 

world. Chrlstlanlt) proclaim! in its Bible, 
ereedi and canona, that woman is an infer 
lor rreature, and it has afwaya toorned and 

Outlawed the Questioning woman. A Mama 

re< Fuller, a afatlldi Joalyn Qage, an Ells* 

beth Cndy Stanton or a Marilla Rlcker 
COUld scuttle the ship of Zion with their 

knowledge ami regal reaaoning its robed 
masculine dignitaries 

The Ohrlatlaa clergy are mental oowardi 
The? dare not engage in open, honorable 
Intellectual battle, ami their religion is only 
safe until women arise in tlx- majesty of 
womanhood, and demand equality in church 
and state or know the n ason why, When 
women fire more time to Reaaou and com- 
mon s. ate, and less to religion and ro- 
mance, both of which are mental delusions; 

when women dethrone priests ami en 
throne Reason, when women refute obedl 

ence to man made religion! and laws, mm 
Obey their own sense of rip:ht and iustice. 
the dawn of the golden !g! will be upon U8. 
Kli/.abeh Cadv Stanton, and Ifarllla II. 
Rleker are the two American women whose 

woids and deeds shino with resplendent 

lustre in the mental liberation of the race 
and when iustice reikis, their nanus wil: 

be enshrined in the Pantheon of Immortals 

Robert 0. Ingaraoll Is the mental and 
moral titan of modern 'inns, and he h;is 
had more tributes penned b\ great minds 
than .tux man that has lived for centurion, 
but of them all. Marilla M. Kicker is his 

greatest eulogist, Her tribute! to the Ino 
mortal Thomas Paine and the immortal 
Robert (j. ingaraoll an olai lea that are 

not excelled in literature, except hy Paine 
and lnu< rsoll themselves. 

Marilla is not only a ttroug ami pollahed 

writer, but her humor is equal to her sense 
of lUStlce, and flashes from her sentence* 

like the tips of bayonet! in a moring 
column under a I'roug teenllght, 

Marilla alwavs reminds me of Sha kes- 
peare's Rosalind in her charming tslllet of 
wit. In her the aid. r of vonth never 
burns to ashes. Bat CapO Ct ! no fl ward but 
■OSS on bar way doini grand and noble 
deadt and forgets them to make wa> for 



Others. The character of thll Ameriean 
woman loom up in it- liolstlon and it» 
majesty, she has thrown down the gaun 
let to church ami state. and neitht r bat the 
courage to pick it up. 
Marilla*! dleeertatlon on Immortality i- 

dear CUt, concise, and Convincing, and t 

heartily commend it to (he person! who 
termonlae on '*Iteoognitlon in heaven," 
shall we know each other there! The 
home of the Soul,*' "The Si \\ Jerusalem*' 

and "BeUlafa Land." Marlllt tayt "lust so 
long as man is taUgh' that In' has an 'Im- 
mortal sour that can never die" be is go 
Ing to fear the future, ami ipeculate on his 

deetln) in another werhi rhought llxed 

UpOfl a log that COUCesll the unknown is 

a p« rpetual source of mi erj ami live an 
n st. The belief in per on ii Immortality 
with is accompanying threat* has forced 

Upcn men tin thought thai litis life is a 
(Uilun I he world a desert dr. id. 

We will never produce ;i gr ;i* and mag 

niOeent race until wo cease till thought <>!' 
another world, am', devote ourselvet to this. 
a religion that ambracei rlcarloua atone 
ment, miraculous conception, regeneration 

by faith, baptism and other absurdities: a 
religion that promises a heaven of Idle 

11. - f{ r all those who Bgl 1 • t Ith us. and a 

lull for those who do not, li barbaric, de 
grading absurd and unworthy.** 

raTsrlUa >axs >4 witbout the belli f in Im 
mortally, ti era could hav< be< n no demon 

0*tJgy, no p rSeCUtlon, 111 hot opposition 

to telence, no lighting of poareet at every 
•tep, ami no contluusnc< ol luperititlou! 
dogma Into a aelentUlc ag< Thli is an on* 
portune time for theologian! to silence this 

WOmtU who is radiant alth ideas and 

guided by reason. The conierstonc «f 
Christianity rests on the credulity and 
tJlencs of woman, win n ihe iwakes in her 
mental majeaty "the fait 1 ; delivered to the 
saints will become obs. I. b n.i the croai 
will capl ulate to the "Torch of Reason." 

Marilla M . Rieker is not 1 nl\ one of the 

ttrongett writeri in the Liberal press, but 

■he is tn impressive platform speaker, sin 

i> a great fav< rite at peine Hall, Boston, 

and nhs has tOOKOU extentlvel) before the 

Lib. rait of the Bastern Btatea, California 
ami Washington d*y Becular League, 
11 r tit dge hammer trgumi ntt trip bamm< r 
aentencea, acintlllattng with wl*, musical 
voice, ami Individuallaed personality, make 
» er one or ihe most be, . mi Preathought 
so. nk« n of our time, 

The great work ttarlUt Rlcker has done 
t<>r Preetbougbt cannot be recorded in a 
Phi rt ike eh. Bhe h alwavi on guard, she 

get! in tome fine strokes in tho metropoli- 
tan press, writing with th< viuor of an 

Addison, an I the clearm «! of a Rlcardo 

Bhe never coaaet her labon to help remove 
the Iron hand of priestcraft from the human 

mind, or to break the bondl of all who 

ipffi r Injustice, tnd to hreah the political 
ohalm of the most moral and laa abiding 

half of our people, nainelv women, all lovers 

..f Lib. rtj ami Juatlce owe her laatlng grat- 
itude, Personalis ihe ha- been a "towet 
of sir. ngth" to me 

Mas lolai beloved womsn ii\«' •» health, 
hope, ami purpose, until id. i-'w r ol priest 
craft ami Injustice is paralyted, and an til 

Ream n n i^ns a 1 are*er l he tun 

Doth his ■ttccesslve lournej 1 run. 

1 reverentially place tin laurel on the 
living brow, and the rose In the living 

hand of Marilla M Rlcker, becaUtt she has 

provt n h. rn if - our of the glorh 1 1 I out 

am- and eountr\ 

Versailles, Kentucky. 



THE WAD PREACHER 



And In The End It Must Either Be Liberty 
Or— Hell. 



[By John f. Clarke.) 
a preacher, out In Oklahoma, want mad. 

got tWO guns and shot at people from be- 
hind trees, and acunded teveral women 

He was linalh shot and kill, d by f llOU 
Christians. He died with his hea., in bit 
wife's lap and his last word- were: "Pather.1 

forgive them, they know not what they do." 

Tin' account says h n eanltj returned lust 
before in* made tin celebrated repetition. 

rite m we] aper rt porn r, baa a unique 
perception of sanity, when he states that 
a recurrence of sanity would remit in roci 
a ttatemeut. li. had r-<i>-i in 11 ami had 
nothing for which to forgive of himself 1 r 

•o proxy. Why should God allow a fellow, 
wlm had dedicated his lit'*' to 'bid's terries 
to beCOMM infected with bUg-hOUSS 
microti* s? What the hell is t'e use to 

pray: "Lead us not into temptation, tnd 

(1 liver us from all evil," and then be germi- 
Red for bug-house demonstrations? 
Cod's aiaurancei are made to tin- ear 

end bro - 11 .1 lie hope." 

This is the ouintesst net of machiv a. lian- 
IfKV When a i ra> • r i- anawerad by a 

counter demcnitratlou of wo... ir is 'im" 
U) ceaae pravlng and to begin to curse, it 
has been said that . "cutset like chickens, 
01 me hom< to roost* 1 What judgment of 
those who have observed th ir anewera 

• lit 11 ha h no fury like a woman 

■corned.* 1 

"Heaven hath no harpv UkS a mismater to 
the answering of prayer, in person, or 
b is the contract to gratifying ange 1 ! 

saints is tpeculttlve, The answers ate sub 

s-antiai proofs oi botch work en a rampage. 

I eopn ah ' have minds and place them in 

la nd, cannot expect t » go- much Intellectual 
embel liabment, Whether heir mind! were 
rarnlehed them bj Qod or Nature, the act 
of gUtage demand! that the beat aae !»•■ 

made of them. Minds art key! to knowl 
edge and ihOUM not be hung in priests' 
lo to rust, but shou'd be used for tin' 
0Wner*t own profit. Mans power to learn 

is reatrleted enough without being limited 

b\ dunces in eowls 

Let us all sav to pop", nriests. niinistor>. 

pos-oti'Me inspectors am' InquUttlonlsts: 

• (live us this da\ . our dai'v liber y : or 
glVS us hell." 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS. 



. Iowa Volunteer Who I* We'.l Equipped To 
Officiate Thereat. 

in rani) n» some of your correspondent!' 
1 wish to any: That in- \ R iyers, Hannl 
bai. Maryland, compiled a ''Secular Main 

age ami Pumral Kitual and Collection of 

Secular Hyma, price 18c., an) rreethlnker 

OUght to he able to combu t a funeral re- 
spectable with the aid of it. 

The next thing to do is for tin liberal 

publications to keep a director) of people 
who will volunteer to conduct funerals 
also their terms, east all, people who can 

hv ill readiness to attend tUCh calls, should 

n nor with terma and b< re j< mine. 

Lmbrsimnd will COndUCt Beculsr fun 

srala within :.<• mile., of st Uiagar, Iowa. 
Terms: Traveling exneneee to '»,. pat:. 

\. .1 C'L M'SK.N. 

st. Anagar, Iowa, 
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The Planet Mars 



Editor of Higher Science Takes Issue 
Upon Its Habitation and Limits It To a 
Few Probable Insects. 



(By Franklin n. n» ; .id). 
I have been rending th< continued irtlele 

by your <• »ri« s | h m rl nt ('has. (VI laves, upon 

bis Idem * »t the Plam I lien end the poeel* 
i»iiiii»s of it being Inhabited; end bei leave 
to submit your Intelligent readeri the 
following tacts, which I i>< lleve prove eon 
clustvely that it is Impoaalble thai Man If 
Inhabited by any life nncb more evt Ived 
than plants or tit most inaeetf ami reptllea. 
Almost nil scientists Including yonr able 
correspondent, MT, Hayes, base their logic 
upon the Nebular Hypothenls i. «• . that Mara 
is o der than tin eartfa and thai each planet 
gway (Up) from the Min Is millions of 

veer okb r than the laat 

T1 is MM ins to m< to be I fhlae premise 

for the simple n laon the 4 the Dgurei prove 
t'at the i uier onei ar nearer the sun 
First, we Bud the plane*. ■ located in a regv 

lar ratio of distance froni the sun Bl fol- 

lows: m« renrs , 4j v< nun, 7; Berth, 10; 

Mars. If; UteroJdl, 18; .love. Sg; Saturn. 
100; Uranus, 104; Neptune, 411:. Ami while 
Neptune, - ,; billion mi'" from 1 i" ins is 
'raveling but 150,000 mile* per day, Mur 

cury wl'ieb is Inn 30,000,000 mllei distant, 
is traveling 2,500,000 miles per dey and 
each cae between them i- traveling in the 

BVaOt ratio, as its dlltance from the sun 

r oulree. according te ibe lawi of gravlti 
and orntHfnga] force which acted on it in 

i s fall toward 1 1 I an. Ttu ' I < an then be 

no ( tbi r alternative '•"» t>, ,i the planeta nr 
formed beyond Neptnne, ai material i-' 
furnlahed and tin re at*, r gradnally fall In 
an orbit around the inn until they finally 
reach it: which shews us thai the nearer 

they are to tin- fan the Older they are. 

This is the foundation upon which is built, 
tin- the* rj of ;i Pf lefon <>t Planeta. The 
\' bttlar theory Ii banod n • » ' *i » an Impoesl- 
Mltty i e., that a eae1 cloud 1 1 white hot 
uas once occupied the apace of the solar 
nrrtem and thai it gradually cendeneed in 
its revoivinir. forming the sun at the neuter 
ami dropping oil the plaueti one "t a time 

as i COOled and ctind«ns«d: in Which caae 
the farthes' nwiiv WOttM I"' 'he Oldeft, 
la t us SCO, 

Why should tint* he in apace ;i patch of 

white hot gaal 11 hi an entire Impose!- 

Mllty. Oaa is invisible t begin with, and 
cannot I «• set n. not ev» n In a SPOOkl and 

if it eould, i' is Impoaalble h it it ahould 

be hea'ed. There is nothing heal It, In 



t'e next place, let us suppose that there 
a/aa such a vast revolving mass and that 
it formed and dropped off tin plaaeti one 
a' a time; are should then find Neptune 
making it* orbit in the same time tint Mur 

cury does, or traveling is billions of mllea 
while Mureurj traveled i*<> millions of 
mllea, Instead of Murcury traveling ten 
tun- faa'er than Neptune, as it does in 

Diet, it Bhouldi if Hie Nebular theory is 

true, be traveling only one hundredth part 
ni mat, Must we not then concede that the 

oldeal plaints are nearest t'e sun ? I»«. we 

not precelve that each planet away from 
the "tin baa more mooaa, ami that they ire 
holding i \ac i> tin- same ratio of dtatance 
and apeed t<> their planeti tint the planeta 

hold to the sun Do We not also siv tha* 

each patnel na we near the sun. from .Tup- 

|ter is more COOled, Which is proven by its 

na untatnel 

\s a plaint cools the act of crystnlizat ien 

mak< s it leruer and thua ralaea mountami 

upon Itl BUffaee. Mara has no mountains: 

the highest mountain! en the. earth (with 

•! crust forty miles thick) ar • live miles 
blah, While tttoee on Venus are nearly $0 
mllea nigh, becauet it is much more cooled 
•'•an 'he earth. If then Hie earth is mil 
Tin s of veer« older than M ars need we 

icpecl t'» find ■ people of areal Intelligence 

there! Certainly not. What kind of life 
occupied 'be earth a few hundred million 

years ngol ierpeutlne anlmala, as near aj 
ire can tali The firal blrdi w( re winged 
aerpfnta, and 'he Ural animals were ser 
penta wit 1 loirs, and no douhl the Brei 
rerpenta evolved from worma with poet' 
Hve ami negative degreep of heal (which i- 
pVctrlcity or lifei. graanlaed in the wa1 r, 
• r from planta npan the land why eould 
an Intelligent pet pie build gr at canals '«» 
Irrigate land thai is no doubt under water, 

v 1 . n i' i m ' P/OBt solid I 

More Hk< lv tbeee to-celled eanala are 
mountain rangea that are beginning to be 
forced op i ■! oi tne water and change 
color (if they do change) by producing 
vege'atlon during their warm leaaou which 
i a whole year of our time. Bveu with a 

BOlid \ « ;< r Of sunshine the surface of the 

p'i'in i could not have suflcleul warmth, 
wi re it not for its ctoe< proaimmlty to its 
Internal lire toaemuch as the sun only given 

one-fifth as much light ind heat as at I he 

earth, When t'e great new teleaeope la 
In place apon Mt Wllaon, lei us hope it 
win nettle this queatlon of whether or not 
v , s. e < anala apon l be turfaee of .Mars. 
Los Angeles, Oal. 



Christian Missionaries in India 



Peifonal Reports Gross y Exaggerated and 
the Plain Truth To.d By One Who 
Knows. 

< By. Dr. KrlaJ na. I 
The following Intereettni interview neon 

the Christian Mlssionnrh s in India, wai 
given by Dr. Krishna to the Wage-Slave, of 
Hancock, MlchigaUi and coming from aueb 
a Bouroe, tin- author being •! native, his 
mi. ranoea are entitled to • \« rj fair con 
alderatlon, Among other thhagn, in- said: 



H What do Asiatics ai a rule think of 
the missionaries? 

A Moat of these missionaries belonu in 

tin- down ami out middle i lass i" the country 
from which they come; seldom either to 
ih. wortdngnmn olaai or to the cultivated 
among the rich. No people on Qod'i earth 
are no Ignorant, Buperatltioua or tyrannical 
as they are. Their iclentinc knowledge Ii 
nil. They know as much about phltoeoph) 
ai Morgan ami Rockefeller know about boa 
eety. They are till, d with a burning hatred 



tOWard all rellgionfl except their own. They 

come to \sia t<» tear down our superstition* 

and build up greater ones, if possible, in 
tlu ir place. 

Q, HOW do you reconcile these state* 

menta, Doctor, with the met that many of 
th..--.' mieatonaries are College graduateel 

a. I hardly believe that three per cent, 
of them can be Bjraduatea of reliable 0o!« 
lea> i, such ai Johns Ropklna, Oolumbua, 
Olrard, or Tale. Many of them, are mad 
oaten of Denominational Dollegee, no-called; 
Colleges in name only, You know what 
they are. i believe ron have been a ati 
d<nt in two ineh Inptltutkma, vourscif. 

o. Tiow do M»e mfaafonarlea Hvet 

A. T havt ie rer seen n Protestant mls- 

alonarv live in India. Japan or China with 
less than three aervanti Most of them 
take from three to fnur mmtha lummer 
vacation, Tin » are nil provided out of the 
Mlealon fundi with two bomea for the sum 
met :'iid one for the winter. The Bmulleni 
salary received la MRo.fid besides thev nlno 

» an allewne • for onch monibcr of their 
friTnO''->- besides a larire amount of native 

amtstanee ConaldN ring the nurchnaine 
in w< < f monei in fndln, t should s?i\ thn1 
mlnnlonerv rpceivtna > nominal salarv 
of <tcoo would b< as well nro elded for a • 
>f m thla country he bud na income of 
*n nod, 

Q How do the mlaaionariea luatify their 
i , , otoie of many lervanta. 

a. In two wave. Ffmt thev elntm «t>:tt 
other niuronenns °nd Hmerienns I've in «his 
«rsv in itmh-i ;,,»ri thai M i« therefore nee* 
< a^sr 1 on eir part to keep on their st«. 
tire and the AienHv of the rt^r'sttan ro- 
• i-ten. P)o then it seetes the Chiiattan re 
lt.'tf n tv.- n rellaion of oiani*v! Beeondle, 

rti< v elaim that two servants tn Tndla w Ml 
mi1« ee<Himnllah :» much °s on* In America, 
i would aah 'h- m how man' of them were 

•" "ibt<""( d to on.- aervani in N'nerlcn. 

o ari«slonarlei have often told me that 
thr«* srrenawmenta were atrletlv n»neannrv 

-in ir Health and p.>rt»ans their lives be- 

ean < f the climate, Whal can vou say 
tr» thatt 

* 1 have onli la rent' t*-:.i during the 
thr°e or four months when tt>«. weather la 
nnduh* hot moH of the missionaries tnVf* 

\ aeaMon- and thai ttier- a* leenl 1 '.0 000 

i-'nroe. ana 'n India who keen bu< one aer« 
rnoi v'-n,. ('•.• mlenloweries keep three, 
o. what »»o the mlnnlenarles dol 
^ Tim average mlsakmary'i life la 

■••■?.« s"ui thmn like this TT.- -rises and 

i n ikfa-t at eight or nine, Thau if he 
has children <»f his own he inendf a few 
hours with them teaching th( m his lanau 
. .. pud other thin?^ then he rends his 
papers: moa 4 of them take a morning walk 

Hv that time It Is time for dinner. After 
.time r manv of them take a nap. Then 

thev me. t the native Chrtntlnn workers and 
hear t'eir renorta, Then they go driving 
m their carrlair<'s. or blevele rldlntr Manv 

ptny i">i«> hoekev, tennis or erfeket tin it 
is time for afternoon tea. By this time 
thev are enhaUttted with their day's hard 
Work* and It time for supper. After 
simper. Ood kiu.ws what they do. 

O. TTow do vou know all this? 

\ Bv personal ohs- r\ at Ion : b\ the re 

n.n's of native pervnnti employed bv the 
mlaaionariea; by the reports of native 

teachers employed bv the missionaries 

while learning native ranguagee; bv all the 

r< nort r»f native riirisll.-n workers 

f) Do the peoplt of inla i<>oU upon theae 
mint lonarl( i moral teacher f 
a Pirnl of ad. the average life led »»v 
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a missionary is 1uxurii;us and Idle; the 
Orientiali caaaol ice the propriety of th is 
in one, irbo aapnoeedly, devotee his life 

lo preaching J< sns Christ. S»( f>iid. the 

mlaelonary alwayi shows that he is act- 
Bated by the profoundeel hatred and mtol« 
erance toward other religtona. Now and 
then there arc i fen except lone, but the 
natlvea gent-iallae Iron t in* majority. Fre- 
quently the mlaelotuuiei are drinkers of 
whatever Intoxicating Itquori la rogue Ka 
the enautrtea ;tu v come from. 

(). Bat they must be leoompttlhiBl 
■OBM results. I have myaelf seen and 
talked wiili na ive converts whieii they 
lave brought back to this country. What 
ran you sa> ahont theae BBttve converts? 

\. Theae aatlvc eooverti that the mis- 
■loaaiiei bring to Maropc and America tot 
exhibition parpoaea are usually t ho moral 

dcg» u< ra os of Asia, half starved too, and 

poverty ttrlcken, who will do anything (or 
a place of bread and batter without work 
Tiny got all this from the missionaries 

and in retain they are willing to tell as 

many lies as possible about their lend 
and their I wn r« li^u n. thOUgfl to say the 
troth, many of the poor degraded being! are 

too |gn< ran to know scare* lv anything 

about either, 

ii what polati of difference and re- 
eemblance Chrlatlanlty and the native 

falthl Of India ittggCl I InmseU » s to \ on 
A. The Christian supers? ii ion make-., 

arach of the Mver Jordan; the Hindu su- 
... ratltton makea much of the River Qangea, 
The Christian superstition delivers its 
yotartea IntO the hands of preachers and 

prieata; the Hindu ■nperatltloa does the 

-am- 

The Christian B4nerat'*loo ttaibca belief 

it \ 1 i ! onal Qodj the < in hi P .|X rrtltlOB 
do. I the same. 



The Chrlatlaa tuperatiUoii las always op* 

i-< ted every edcatlae or progreealve move- 

u.. it; tin- Hindu super:- lit ion has dole i he 

aame. 

The Chrhkiiaa aaperatition has alwayi 
i»< u i ineaui la the aaadi of the ruling 
cUaa for keeping the workers gatet while 

they were rolbtd: the Hindu laperatltloa 
h.i^ ell the rame. 

The Christian teacher* preach one thing 
and practice anolhtr, the Hindu religious 

Loacbcra do the same. 

i i tfhrlatieu rvlieloui teacher t><>int s us 

to Jtaue Chrlai and fal ■ :»> conform aia 

own life; the Baddhial religioua teacher 

iiU aa to the Ufa of Badd ■ and (alia 
to < rrnform his i wn life. 

on the whole i would ia) that there is 

ahoat .'s mueii rtMrSlbNace and about as 

much difference hctweea Christianity and 

the native faiths of India, doctrinally 
and practically as there ll let ween two 
rottl n po ioji s. 

Q, What do you think of Chrlatlaa in- 
tellig uce and Phllanthrop) ? 

a. Chancellor i>ay of Byracuae, (Jov* 
» ruor Buchtel of Colorado, John D, Rocke- 
feib r. J, Plerpont Morgan. Tboa. i\ Ryan, 
tin czar of Russia, the Emperor Of <!• r- 

many, in fact all the nillBg blood suckers 

in Surope and in Amer i are prominent 

supporters of some ft rm or other of Chris- 
tianity. W hen the Chttetian church i aaa 

slow not (!'iy that they :ire not dominated 

by lucii u.n but that the) can k« i along 
uitnout 'hem ami \»:si their handa of tin 
Mm... mi in \ i hey are now receiving from 

tin in.- it will he time egOUgfa for tin-ni to 
s< nd missionaries to tench us how to live 
in \,ia. Till then they had bott< r be occu« 
pi< d in eh ailing the dirt off their own • or 
st « pa, 



Biblical Commentaries 



Affecting The Veracity of Jehovah; The 
Bible God. The Devil and The 
Prophets. 



(By George Leeeoa.) 
0BN8fU. 

ad i\'. Now the Berpent wai aura sub- 
tie than aa) baaal of the Bald, which the 

Lord God had made. And he laid unto the 
woman "ua. hath Cod said, ye shall not 

eat of » \ < rj t rec of l be garden." 

:<• |V, And the woman MM unto the 
Serpent. "We max eat of the fruit of the 

trees of the garden: 

:.e | V Bat Of the fruit of tin. tree 

which is in the mldai of the garden, <b>d 

hath said ye ■hell >h»' « at -of it. neither 

si all ye touch it. h st ye die, ' 
::<• i v Ami iii" Berpi m Mid aatc the 

woman, "xe Shall not surely die." 

Be V. And Adam lived a hundred and 
thirty years, ami begat a son in his own 
k< m ss after his image, and called all 
name Beth, 

Be I V. And the days of Adam after he 

bad begotten Beth, were i Ighl hundred 

M ars and he begat sons ami daughters. 

Ooauneat, according to the above state 

DJeal the Serpent told the truth, and Cod 
was in the error, for Adam WBI rcafl 

(dd win n he died. 



This Serpent and forbidden fruit trans 

action, \e.. taken place in tin- garden of 
Eaten in an earl) stage of the game, They 

did not die the day they eat of the trui' 

but lived oentarlea afterwardi 

Now watch the smart gleci trj to explain 
what they did too. 
i7c «; v. Ami i will auihe t bee excet d 

lag fruitful, and I will niakd nations of 
thee and kin^s shall come out of thee, 

17e 7 V. — I will establish my covenant 
after thee in tlnir gener a tion* for nn ever 
'asting covenant, to be a God m>'*> t 1 "'"' 
to thy between me and tine and thy need 

and to thy seed after thee. 

17c S V.— And I will give BO to tine ami 
to thj BOedi alter thee, the laud whieii linn 
art a I* ranger, all the land- of Canan for 
an everlasting possession and I Will DC 
tln ir Qod. 

Comment. Now what do( everlaatlng 
mean. Webster sa>s perpetual, eternal tin 

ration, eternity, 
The .lews claimed Abraham aa tw Ir 

father, do the .lews own thai OOUOtT] tO> 
da] !><» 'hey own any COUntryl Some 

people By to the iiimsy iubterfuge that 
tin .lews will yet return to their country 
and possess it. Just listen to them quote 
prophecj to trj lo sustain ii H God put 
a lying spirit into the propln- inoutl s on 

other oeeaafc aa, so that they tnlgbf deceive 

the people what assurance ,1,. we ha\e 



that he did not put a lying spirit in the 
propheta moutha tha our brethraa quote 

•<> trj to sustain the BBOVel Suppose that 
Horn an\ e\«nt that the Jews should again 

poaaeaa Jeruaalem and the Holy Land, it 

would BOt be a continuing or an eV< rhist- 
uil; poaeetelon. Centurits have passed 
ilnce the) were in poeeooeion of Canaan or 

BB) other country. 

Now be Boaeat doaa it look like this c;od 

knew What be was talking about. 

MMUKUS. 

I k II Y.- Because all of those men 
Wbicb have >. en m\ glory, and my ajb> 
BClea, Which 1 did in Kgypt, and in the 
Wllderneaa, and have tempted me, now 

theae tea tlmee, ami have not bearaened to 
my voice. 

Mc 8<l V.— Douhtlaaa ye shall not come 
into the land. 00004 ruing which 1 swore 
to maki . "ii dwell therein— save Calalr, the 
■OB of Jephannek and Joshua the son of 
.v'un. 

I '« :i V - After the numb, r of da>s in 
which ye iearched the land, even forty 
Baya, each day for a year, shall ye learii 

.>om ungultiee, evea forty yearaj and ye 

shall know my breach of promise. 

Comment.'— Now you st t . tins Qod de- 
clared that tie ihOUld know his l>reach of 

promiae. ihat 1 they should know that 
ii' would not do What he promised to do 
and also after In- swore to do these things. 
We are taught that this Cod If the \. rv 

i aw ace of nuth and oaanc4 lie. and that 

b< ll alwlae, etc, and there can be nothing 
hidden from him. If this be the ease he 
certaialy got off of his base ami acted like 

a foolish man and made rash promises. 
No wonder that Moses showtd how rash 

in- waa when he threatened to annihilate 

tin- children of Israel for their murmuring, 
etc. Moses told Jehovah if he did this 
tiling tile people whom 'he Israelites had 
left behind would hear of it— and would 
say that yog were not able to do what you 
started to do— so it appears that Jehovah 
tumbled to the lay of the mound, and did 
not carry out his rash thr. at. 

i KINGS, 

lie II V And tin- Lord said unto him: 
Wherewith, and he said. I will go forth 
and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth 
of a'l his prophets, and he sail. Then slialt 
persuade him, and provide also, go forth 
and do so. 

I2e N v Now therefore, behold, the 

Lord hath put a lying spirit In the mouth 
» f all tin at thy prophets, ami Mie Lord hath 
■DOW D evil of thee. 

Coninunt. If the above statements b«* 
true Ihu Cod pal lying spirits in these 
propheta' moutha, so it should peraaade 
Ahab to no up ami fall at Hamoth gil/.ad. 
It 100818 like the Lord Waa bent on his de- 
■t ruction, and also it serins to me he did 
COnaldk rahle fussing around to get the 

iIhiil; done wonder why he did not strike 
bin down dead, like he did Baphlra and 
beany, and the man thai pal him up to 

keep the Ark from toppling OVer. Various 
instances miuht be mentioned of Jehovah's 

cruel acts. 

Wna( do you think of a ure.it and truth- 
ful Qod (Orelng people to lh and then pun- 
ishing them for bo dol ngj i r ffmirtng othem 
io be punish, <d on the locouol thereof. 
Doe'! you think thai each a Qod would be 

(Continued on page !LM 
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Current Comment on Public Events i 



ExoehUof J 

On waul; Forward; Upward I 

At last til* church has been abas to 

realiz • that the spirit u.il don't pay and it 

is rapidlj turning to the material. 

Splendid reeolf ut i §ph ndld end per 
sleti nt work. 

Two Hipping.- ha\< rec« ntly reached our 

office, one enne Iron Thomas Trnheon. 
of I'lainN ill*-. Connecticut; consisting of an 
editorial from The New York Dally Tri« 
bnne, and the o her from h. ||, Flak, or 
Pella, Iowa, being I news item in tin* 
columni of th< Chicago Dall) Inter-Ocean 
Both point conclusively to tn< trend of thi 
age in which wo live as it OOOOefWi tin 
orthodox religion. 

The Tribune caustically comments apon 

the establishment, by an eastern preacher, 
of | s« ri« | of "smok< rs" lor "men only" in 
oonneetlon with the church of winch he i» 
pastor, whereat plpee, elgari and cigarettes 

are lit. rally enjoyed, the preacher taking 

pari therein and setting the paee. This is 
in line with the Chicago preacher who go* 
eid< <i to Decome an aid to matrimony anvng 

the young people of his church by the in- 
Itailatlon Of courting rooms"' in which lit- 
tle, cosy corners were built, with seats foi 
jus' two. him lights and other "OOOVen 

[end ■" w« re allowedi and of coarse, at the 
i ad, wedding Bet ■ ware expected to rewali 
in a rich harvest, and more members for the 

church. It WOUld SUggCSt, however, thai 

staging societies, sewing circles, reading 
rooms, and the like, are now out of date, 
ami the new Innovationi are expected lo 

set the pace that kills off all Opposition and 

enhance tin power and glory of the chris- 
tian Church. In the course of time, who 
Knows, it ma] he appropriate with Chris- 
tian propaganda and the itruggle tor mem- 

Of rs. to BTeil read the bible in church once 

in a graai while, but this can be considered 

lat« r The one question m w is to get up 
something new and attractive in order to 

keep people Kntardstad in the church move- 
ment, for the Idea of a Crucified savior, a 
doting father in heaven, a gl; uious rOS 

arrectloo, are no longer regsrded as 
"drawing cards" and tie naming sword i* 

unable lo terrify. 

In New fork it is a prayer between 
pUffs; in Chicago it is a case of hug and 
pay. 

( blcago hai anotbi r and bett< r prop* si 
lion it ii ;i departure with which many 
Freethinkers are able to agree Prof. 
Theodon 0. Boeree, of tin- Chicago Unlver< 
ilty, in i receni lecture on the "Procesa 
of Religioui Development* 1 advanoed tk i 
theory thai children need exercise, not the 

elogy . and that good gain- s. not religion, 
were the beet things for l hem. Mere are 
some of his precepts: — 
"Build up a ehlld'i health ami hi re 

ligious i raining go. 

ReligkM is all right at UM proper age, 

bm precocioui religious 'motion is danger' 
• his for a child." 

This is well said, but how many of the 

orthodox professors can be found who will 
agree with blm! Their gn at aim baa been 

to fill tlM mind Of childhood with the fears 



and tormenti aooompanying a belief in 

Sngry gods, talking ghosts, wicked devils 

ami fires of brimstone, so that upon reach 
mg maturity, his church membership can 
be relied upon. "Train up the child in the 

Waj be should go. etc," has been the argu- 

in. nt asad tor generation upon genera. ion, 

and well the priest knew WUat WSS imam! 

i oo man) pan nia have felt pride at the 
r< ligious precocity oi their children, unable 
to discern the iron-clad environment- into 
which its expanding mind baa been placeo. 
GlV( the chnd freak air, healthy exercise, 

gOOd gam. s, and allow i to pla.\ and work. 

this will produce a healthy body ami a 

healthy mind QOOeSSa 1*111] aee<,mpanies It. 

< ut out theolog) . U t it go hack where li 

tx Ion-., among the OWlfl and hats of >upei- 
stition and darkm IS 

We quote the following from Prof. Soares, 

commending it to ail om read era: — 

Tin re la a normal religious develop 
men! beyond winch the child should not be 

forced. No religious expert* DCe in children 

should be sought which goe^ beyond a not 

mal In alt h.\ dot elopim nt. 

twakenlng religious « motions in a child 
at too earl) an age is had for the child. 
The utmost that ihould be MXed of the 

child Ls a health) life ami a gradual appre- 
ciation of law ami the love of people about 
him. 

•There is a grave danger in appealing to 

the religious emotion- ol a child of nino 

or i. n years. Tine.- lerioui mlatakea are 

Commonly made in training children. Tin N 
are in laving too muck emphasis on do 
Olalon, on using wrong motives, and on an 

i xpreeelon of religion. 

• • « • 

Prof. Haocfcol of Jena, the eminent Dar< 

Win tan, whose public appearances are ( \ 

oeedlngly rare, lectured recently la Berlin 
before a distinguished audience of scientists 
from ail parte of Germany, on The Prob- 
lem of Man." The zoological institute or 
the Unlvereit) «>i Jens product d all Ita 

r. asures, skeletons ol | gorilla, of man of 

\arious raoea, of apes decorating the plat. 

form. 

After paying I tribute to tk ■■ early work 
of the Swedish naturaliat, Linnaeus, as the 

predeceaaor of Darwin in the theory <»r 
deacon t, Haeckel claimed Darwin as the 
man who establlahed for all time the 

morphological relationship of men and apes. 

r is m,i to be umh i tood by relatkmabip, 
said the lecturer, that man has been de- 
scended from some existing type of ape, 
but rather that he and the existing an 
thropolda had one common ancestor— per- 
haps in tin- remote Tertian period— thai 
tins anoeator was descended from a more 

remote "half ape," \shich in turn descended 

From some k sa o ot e a tlm b eas t of mammal 

ahmiiy. 

This line of deaeeni claimed Haeckel, is 
now accepted by aelentlata with u eater oer« 
taiaty than any other theory about the 
det cent of i in- elephanl or t b i whale. As 
for the religious or philosophical conse- 
quences of sack a Huory, it was immaterial 
whether man's origin was found in the re- 
gion of the apes or in thut of any othei 



species of mammalia; for example, the 
■beep, as Prof. Yirclu.w ome sarcastically 
suggested. However <>ur pridi may rebel 
aga nst this theory of descent, it remains a 
f;n ; thai no group of animals approaches 

m ar. r to man than the apes. 

Prof. Haeckel paid an eloquent tribute t«> 
Huxlt) for his work, showing how close 
their relationship was. Dealing with tin* 
Objections of^ those who point out anatom 
ical differences in the legs, feet, brain, etc., 
who lay stress on mans consciousness of 
I< Od and evil, his s\ mpat hies, his nobler 

feelings, Haeckel said that, although these 
objections hud his entire sympathies, there 
would, he thought, he more intellectual 
pleasure among men on this question if 

the) freed themselves one.- ami for all 
from i he blinding influencei of traditional 
prejudices; ami if the\ ncogni/.e in their- 
lower origin the best evidence of their bril- 
liant facultlea, and in their progressive 
past a reasonable ground for belief that 
their future will lead them to still loftier 
heights. 

It is now report* d that Pope Plug X. Is 
extremel) anxious to call and hold a coun- 
cil Composed of all the bishops of tin. 

Roman Catholic faith from ail over the 
world, in order to complete tin- work of tin- 

Vatican in determining questions of mil 
versal discipline, which was interrupted in 

tin- time of Plus ix. because of the entrance 

of Italian troops in Koine while the Council 

was in progress. 

By reason of such an announcement com 
ing from the Vatican at this time, it is 
well to note that several of these ootMCtls 

have he« a contemplated but none actually 

held and carried lo a conclusion. It is re* 
called that PiUS IX tried it and failed. He 
held the bishops together for a little while, 
but the luxury indulged in, the expense or 
which had to he home by the Pope, caused 
such an extravagant expenditure of Peter's 

pennies thai he is reported to have said, 

if this council does not soon Ottd 1 will be 
bankrupt" but the calamity was averted h\ 

the unexpected entrance of government 

troops about the scene thai the Dope fell ll 
a wise move to call the council off, which 
In- did. 

Leu XIII. the successor to FMus IX.. en- 
tertain* d a hope of bringing the bishops 
into such a Conclave, hut the cost stag 
gored him and he backed out. 

What with bible revision and Universal 
discipline the Pope has a world of trouble 
and worry on his hands. The improving. 
Changing and re-editing of god's inspired 
word is an Undertaking so vast, and so in, 
portent, that it is not to be lightly con 

sidered. To further outline ami get a com 

mOO agreement as to how the humbler 

clergy, thoaa lower than a bishop should be 

disciplined, is another job requiring much 
faith and barrels of prayer to complete. 

Many years ago, or, rather in the six 
teenth century, when the celebrated Council 

of Trent was in progress, man) things wen*. 

it is said, left, undone which every pope 
since that time has had a desire to do 
111.- entire time of that council was occu- 
pied in trying to g«'' an agreement concern 
ing the canonical bible, resulting in the 

Douay reralon, or Vulgate, which has b ean 

the Catholic bible ever since. Additional 
opportunities have never pr e s ented then* 
■elvea, despite the fact that it is supposed 
to be god's work, and god has never ex- 
pressed himself on Hie subject or Offered 
tin slight! st personal aid towards Its ac- 
complishment. 
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if such .in understanding among t ii *- 
clergy were desirable, or even nocseiary, 

how eas> ii \v»»ul<l be tor god to inspire 

them, or make anothar revelation In such 
u mi ami H|rnref that all might know and 
h i., mtand! Shonld ona of t h«*ir number, 

10 matt or boa nigh in (he Councils of tht* 
church li«' might be, claim to have such a 
revelation, or hnva received such Inspire* 

i'»M V'r other) would bun »lown foi 

i charlatan ami utterly refuse to believe 
in him. 

Reduced receipts for the Pope'i tieha 
imer, the general trend of tie- world anent 

QUestltmi ol orthodox dispute, render the 
litttatim exceedingly critical for the POfM 
and WC are sale in assuming that the pro- 
posed council will never i»" held ami thut 
will -he benighted millions be in serious 
dailgW 141 llilll ace L'nt 

We can express an opinion concerning 

what th* Isltj thing about such mat tore, 

and that would not DO ffOffy much. 



Horrors of ull horror.-! 
Impious hands haw b» H n violently laid 
upon the ••••in BJing li I'm of a godly cur. 

Prom siii'ii. id. Connecticut, coinei the re 
port, that weeping and ■brlnhing from i 
Jeering! threats nlng crowd of Infuriated 
men and women, Rev, John a. gmlth, form- 
erly pas or of the reported popular Con«re- 
gntloonl church m the ciiv above named, 
was compelled to hoard a tram, make the 

chut of Stiff ieM from I is 10001, leave the 

town lu d* |< dugrace ami pledge himself 
never agnia to return thereto. 

And Whj I 

Cwilty of m'oss immorality ' 

Such is the ver'llct of th i i.pulace and 
we are given one more instance of the 
power of laving grace and ^ ami th a*. 

The particular offense, or offense.-, for be 
si known .hat tiny are given the plural, 
is not, or are not. named in the press dis- 
patches, leaving the public to assume that 

io even name them would be unprintable, 
it is reported, however, that the disgraced 
ami discharged paator had been exceedingly 

popular, hut that he hail been inspected of 

groai wrong-doing, ami oertatu Information 
had been laid before i committee 1 I nil 
church 'I'll.- report >a>s that when broughl 

fac»' to {ace with his accuse! s, he broke 

down, meekly confessed to his sins, tlgned 
the written confession by placing his name 
in writing thereto, promised to leave town 

inline of fort) Sight bOUri and never re- 

turn. n«- sept bli promise, in soma mye« 

tericUl way the report got out that be ill 

going. The public wanted to know. The 

public got the desired information and It 

was on band when be went away, 

Could more light be thrown in upon the 
dark oornen <»i church dolngi ami church 
practices, what a itartling revelation 
irould be made, with this preacher, si 
with mans others, bs was all right until 
caught, ami being caught, as con f ess ed ami 
sues Hi'- w is up. 

One more lamb for the altar! 



• L] lug 01 hi in death, a masi of blood 

slain, with an open MVe and h>nin booh 
at iiis Hide." 

The above is a newspaper description 

given by the Dally Moll phone of Paragould, 

Arkansas; cone rninu a blood > and bean 

rending crime caused bj tin- Influence nf 
religion. It is 'old therein bow Jefl Bra* 
iheari Bred a bullet into his tether*! brain, 
killing him instantly, because of an alleged 



difference with bli mother over religion and 

church Worship, 

It is reported that Bvs years ago the 
parenti of the patricide hid isparated be 
cause of religion. The father belonged tt» 

Ohe denomination and the mother to an 
other. Differences sprang up between 

them, Bach tried to convert the other. 
Doth failed. 1 ended in h paratlon. The 

wit'.' agreed to return and to pacify hot 

buiband, joined his denomination. The 
hUlhand, later, became filled with re- 
ligious jtalousy which led to fresh trouble 
and a tinal separation. During COVCrtUre, 
so tin' lad claims, bis father gave his 

mother frequent whippings, and this so 
preyed upon his mind that 1 e resolved upon 

bli maniacal (bed and Rilled his father. 

Ordinarily, this crime is no; differen. 
From many other crimes The feature 

worthy of comment in these columni is the 

fact that sectarian hatred- a, 1- the remote 
cause of the terrible deed hi 'lie bottom 
i i> religion and this dread plague has one 
more horror credited to it- account. 

In the lace of inch SVCntl <;.n it still be 
said that Christianity is ;i religion «»f 
sniriiual holiness and from god 
• • • • 

Rev. William Thurston lb-own. the Weil 
em Unitarian preacher< has billowed in 
th.- footsteps of several Other 1 r achers, by 
questioning the reality of Jeittl as an his 

torlcal personage. 

This las been a long linn coming, "ii f 

the turning point has been reached. Qrad« 
ually. silently, but certainly, the spirit of 
dottbt is permeating the pulpi ind in a few 
reari the refusal to accept the historic 

characti r of Ohrlat win be a popular move. 

One by one the clergy are coming 0VCT, 
True, Rev, Brown, is a Unitarian, ami 
theiim represented by that church has been 
well described a "feather bed noon 

which to catch a falling CI r tl&n." 

Th.' Blade has no crt Iciini lo offer upon 
what Rev. Brown bad to nay, but sppreel 
sting bli utterances on tin- subject, we 

qUOtS the following from him with approba- 
tion and commendation: — 

An attempt to establish the historical 

'ruth oi Christ <»n literarj groundi Ii a diff- 
icult task. Ii is fair to say tint then- does 
not exist a single COO temporal 3 Who men- 
tions Christ outside of the Nes Testament 
writings ami th.- works of the < to whose 
in ei 1 it it was to prove that tii«' character 
really exlated. Profnne ins* rj i> ittenl 

Concerning such a man. 

"The alleged Quotation from Tactltui 
has no blstorlcal value ami clearlj belongs 
to the oategon of forgerlei which unfortn 
natelj were so rery numeroui during tin. 

time Of <»ur new testament writ inns were 

taking from, in determining thli question 
ire must depend <>n religloui writing! en- 
tirely ami in Interpreting these we osn nor 
bonestlj Ignore tin- fact that some dli 
credit is dm- them eapeelall) where th. 

miraculous sioih s of the gospel IW in evi- 
dence, 

"The dayi of authority in religion are 

numbered. I' meani lOmethlnfl mow than 

mere believing in mlraculoui doctrines 
The data upon which we must determine 
1 1 ai is right f<»r ourselves, n bat li our 
duty or our dentins in tins world or any 
other is not to in- found in ancient recordi 
The greateet number of human fellun I in 
be I lad at th.' door of precedent. We our 
•elves, must attempt new things and not 
irv 10 enter futures portal with the pasts 
blood rusted hey." 



The Central Christian Church, of Losing 

ton, one of the largest organlsstlcm in the 

city following in the wake . f Alexander 
Campbell, has made a proposition to its di- 
rectors, which is in turn to be submitted 
the congregation, which, if carried to a log- 
Ical conclusion, win be the beginning i r 

the end. 

The world. orthodox ami heterodox, 
knows what is meant by the term "back- 
slider"' and it appears tha' the church above 
named has had bs full share of that class 

of people, it would obviate thli difficulty 
in the future by a new plan, which it is 
hop. d. will bring tin- desired results. 

According to newspaper rcpOTta, Wl do 
m t vouch for their accuracy, the church 
Mir. ctors will submit to the congregation a 

proposal to deprive the lukewarm ms m her i 

of their standing in the church, and to 
place them 09 a sort of probat ionar.\ list 

until such time as thej have demonstrated 
their Intention to overcome backsliding, in 

addi'ion to this certain individual require 
111. ins are to bl nanu-d and failing in tliK 
standard or qualifications set. salvation by 
this route will be denied, and the back- 
s'uh r will have to get into another life 
boat or suffer chances of dodging hell on 
Ml I WU account Hut look at what this 

church wants: — 
1. Character, 

_. Attendance at church. 

:*.. Liberal OOOtribtttloOl to the church. 

1. Observation of the Lords supper. 
To the average Individual it would seem 

that ibis church has gone a llttls too far 
and if carried to t!ie limit it will result 
in its <h population. Not one church in ten 
could stand up under such a strain. As a 
g. neral rule, and it is seriously doubted if 
the church in QU< itlOO ran be made an ex 

ceptlon, th<» parson will Ineist spon the 
third qualification to the exclusion of ins 
others. "Liberal contributions' 4 are deal* 

abb at all times, and with gold, 'he donor 
is led to believe that he has purchased a 
fr< nt s. :it in heaven, right up. near to the 
throne. The 'liberal con ribution" if forth 
coming will supers e de all defects in the 
other tpiaiiticati. ns enumerated, and out 

advlOS to the preacher of this church, and 
its directors, would be not to Insist upon 
too clone an observance of the first. IIQOnd 
and fourth. 

Ii may be tha' b» m ath the plan proposed 
lb s the motive «>f forcing 'he Lib. ral e» n- 

trt buttons" and the otner qualification! hnva 

be. n suggested as mere side issues. Char 

act. r li always dealrable, whether it be on 

the InsldC or the outside of an\ church, and 
character can be found without church a: 

tendance, without contributing to tin* sup 

port thereof, or biting .lesus once a MOUth 
through the medium of a cracker. 

He Was Slightly Mistaken. 



MARSHALL, ILL Lu t down for 

li\ ■ dollars in the Lla.b S defense ir 

11. eded. Am ngreeably inrprised at the 

juvenile appearance of both »f you as p. r 

plciure in 'he Blade, i fully expected to 

see old :•. i/zle heads. With iw > such men 
full of vim and vinegar the Blade OUght 
n. reT become feeble and die. 

JOHN 11 BCHWART2 



Wanted Extra Blades. 



w niTK 11 \ll. 1LL.-I am encloalng 111 

cents in pontage for which send me one off 
tWO Copies of 'he Hlade nf tin- date of May 
list, 1908, and Oblige, W M f, MLLM.W. 
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One of Lexington 9 ! Presbyterian preachers, Rev. 
Charles Lee Reynolds, assumes the credit for having 
made a most wonderful discovery, and it is wonder 
ful, provided it is true. 

Bev. Reynolds does not claim to have been in any 
way inspired, or to have been made the recipient of 

some divine revelation Iroin some supposed deity, 

but it just occurred to him in the natural order of 
things by s simple exercise of his individual gray 
matter. He has discovered, and so announced, through 
the medium of a printed newspaper report of hia 
Sunday sermon, thai 11 was god's great plan to found 
the American republic, and to build up a mighty 

nation in the land of great promise, even as he had led 

the children of Israel out of the wilderness into their 
bright Canaan. 

Turning hack the pages of American history and 
with but a casual glance thereat, we are forced to the 
conclusion that if it was god'fl plan to build iip s new 

nation in the precise way there portrayed, he is in a 

mighty poor business, a mighty poor manager, and 

OUght to make application before oik? of those gold 
gagged courts to have his company put in the hands 
Of a federal receiver. One would miturally suppose 

that even a god would become wise through repeated 

experience, hut that stern tutor appears to have had 



slight eft* 1 1 upon the < Christian god. First with the Is 
raelites, then with < hristian Europe, we have a right 

to expect that he w< aid offer some improvement, hut 

given the same powei accorded to this particular deity 

we could give him cards and spades and then heat 

him nt his own game. 

S( yen long years 

Of Mood and tenrs. 

Was ths got IV plan I Can it be true that an all- 
wise and benefit ient deity had no other mode of nation 
building I Think of the lives baci iflced, hearts, broken, 
homes ruined by bayonet and torch, the hardship and 
Buffering endured through all that period of the 
formation of our republic and then ask yourself in 
sober seriousness if this was god's plan. Picture the 

agony of men, women and children scalped, toma 

liawked, and cruelly tortured to death by savage bar 

barians in the conflict for possession of the soil, ami 

then ask again if this was god's plan. Did not god 
know from the beginning that such tragedies laj in 

Wait for the sons and daughters of men .' By 0 simple 
exertion of his will it could have been otherwise, if 

Christian theology be true, hut he moved not in that 
direction. Is there a school child in Americt to-day, 
able to read, who does not know that the few liberties 
we enjoy today, even in America, had to he wrested 

in ;l fierce death struggle from the reluctant hands of 

political tyrants who claimed the right to rule by the 

lint and authority of this same Christian deity.' 

Granting the truth of their claims, would it not also 

|„. true that every soldier in the army of the revolu 

ti<. n was fighting against the will and power 

Of this same < 'hristian deity .' Even the hell of ortho 
dox Christianity ean offer no terror or luffei ing BUI h 
as Were em inn d by the early settlers of this continent, 
and to say that this was in full BOOOrd with nod's plan 
il to make him a monster lit only for a supreme eon 
tempt. 

After all, it would appear that there was method in 

the orthodox madness of this Presbyterian sky-pilot. 
Urging upon his ignorant congregation that god had 

oi\< ii them this count iy as the home of the ! ree and 

the trimmings usually attached, he insisted that it was 
their paramount religious duty to see that god got all 

there was coming to him, by Striving to increase the 

Biie of Sunday congregations, swell the horannahs, 
and, incidentally, increase the amount of the collec- 
tion. 

No >earch warrant is neeessary to find on- the mo 
tives that actuate the preachers in all they undertake. 
The hulk of them have run the limit, and thinking 

people are next to the game. 
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ANOTHEB EDITOB CONVICTED. 

The trail of the serpent is Again seen on the hroad 

prairies of tin' northwest 

Through Dr, E, B, Foote, of Xew York city, treas- 
urer of the Free Speech League, the Blade is informed 
that Freeman Knowles, editor and fublisher of The 
Lantern, at Deadwood, South Dakota, has been tried 
and convicted in a federal court on the < barge of -"lid 

inn' obscene matter through the mails, and, according 

to the present outlook, it looks as if he will have to 
spend some months, if not years, in prison, the sen 
teiMe not having been imposed at This writ in:. 

From a pei usal of the arti< le in question, which has 
heen republished since the trial and conviction, the 
Blade is unable to detect the slighest obscenity, but <>u 
the contrary, a beautiful, tender and pathetic pen- 
picture of a gigantic social evil in which thousands of 
young women are led to monstrous sacrifice There 
can he no question that, tin* alleged obscenity was tar 

from the mind of the author when he penned that 
article, and the only judgment any sensible person 
OOUld impose would he that the evil exists only in the 
minds of those whose thoughts instinctively turn to 

evil, who desire evil, practice evil and encoun ge it. 

Dr. Foote writes, as the mouthpiece of the Free 

Speech League:"] have kept track of Mich things for 

thirty years, and this seems to he the worst, case yet." 

Every Freethinker is willing to abide by his judg- 
ment. Under such circumstances it is gratifying to 

know that the fight is not over, for through the opera 
terns of the League the convicted editor will derive 
liberal Support, and it would he fitting that lovers of 
liberty should do what they could to help in the effort 

to maintain the freedom and integrity of the Ameri- 
can press. 

If yon are willing and ahle to help, write Dr. K. B. 

Foote at 120 Lexington Avenue, New Fort City, 

THE ETERNAL CONFLICT. 
14 Thou shall believe on the Lord Jesus ( Ibrist," 

So the command of the orthodox Christian church 
runneth, and all who heed it not are forever and 
eternally damned. 

Any religion that could consistently hold to such a 
doctrine and insist upon an obedience thereto hy 
thinking men and women seals its own fate and is 
unworthy of consideration. A man is no more to he 

blamed for disbelieving in deity than he is for dis- 
believing aUgM else that seems to him to he ahsurd. 
Man doubts because the evidence submitted is alto 

gather unsatisfactory, or he is i n ca p ab l e of properly 



analyzing it. Xot one of the so-called books ever 
written, the Vedas, the Korans, the Talmud* and the 
Bibles, ever yd succeeded in convincing an Intelli- 
gent human being tli;:t there is aughl in the universe 

greater than himself, ml they never will succeed in 
doing so. Those who < .in a< < ept such evidences do so 

because they harmonise, or appear to harmonize with 

their own half-conscious religious conceptions, and 
because such so-called truth is established by esoteric 

rather than exoteric evidence. Mohammedanism and 

Buddhism >tili voice the religious sentiment of the 

Orient despite the many years of futile effort of the 
followei s of Jesus to ( 'h list inni/e it. Ami yet through 

all the living, breathing, thinking world, men and 
women are drifting more ami more from the influence 
<»f sacred books, and it must h r said that the orthodox 
I >ul i lit is leading the procession This is not con- 
st iously or intentionally done, however, hut it is being 

done just the same. 

Even in these days of science and humanity the 
devout believer points us to his sacred books for all 
authority. We have these sa< red books in abundance, 
and \et. Atheism rises ever higher and higher, just 
;h education increases and marches on with irresist- 
ahle force, and in the course « i f time it must engulf 
the reasoning world of men. The Christian will, on 
account of trie faith, take issue with this statement, 
hut what has he to saj wh; n. alter nineteen centuries 

and more, of earnest proselyting, scarcely one- fourth 

of the world is Christian, and in ever} country which 
is now professedly Christian. Materialism and Athe- 
ism flourish like a green bay treel Of eighty million 
American people lcs> than one third are church com- 
municant-, and it is exceedingly doubtful if half of 
them actually believe the Bible. Beecher criticised 
the Bible, even as [ngersol] did. while innumerable 
preaohei s, occupying pulpits even to day, are striving 
to explain to their church congregations that the bible 
ie ,-i collection of beautiful myths and fabled allegory. 

'I'll., storj of n suffering Savior appeals to the heart 
perhaps, and brings up a feeling of sentimental pity, 

hut with reasoning men it can never get beyond the 

head. If sympathies were evidence we could prove 

almost anything, hut in matters of such great import 
auee the Atheist demands stronger ev idence, which, 
not being forthcoming, he suspends his judgment for 
; , season until he can investigate and this ultimately 
leads to a rejection of all gods or belief in gods and 
sacred hooks. 
When an honest doubter asks for evidence from 

those -till in the faith, he i> pointed to the miracles of 

Viosee, to the miracles of Jesus, and if the aforesaid 
honest doubter find these to he violative of his reason, 
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or beyond 1 1 i > comprehension, the exponents of the 
faith inert his objections with "The fool hath said in 
his heart then- is no god." The doubter is compelled 
t<> retort thai his would-be spiritual advisers are 
either ignorant or guilty of rank dishonesty, so honors 
remain even, and neither side is satisfied. Mo thinker 
.♦an change the construction of his mind. Be sees and 
understands, ;m<l if anything is presented to him that 
conflicts with his formed opinion, he subjects it t«. a 
critical examination. This the believer refuse - t<» d<». 
He prefers to accept upon faitb alone, which he is 
void is the "evidence of things unseen. M 

THE OOBBESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 

Get ready, friends, for the Correspondence School I 
The Correspondence School is getting rgady for 
you. 

Many have written us concerning the School, and 
have expressed 0 desire, or intention of joining it. and 
to these we would urgently request that they send in 
their names immediately so as to enable us to get the 
full roster completed before it opens for actual busi 
oess. 

This is now important ! 

Jt is important to the s< hool, and it is also import- 
ant to the cause it aims to advocate. 

First, it is important to the School in that 1 should 
begin with a good class of pupils and have 'hem all 
start together upon their studies. It is important to 

the cause becaUS£ the more pupils We can secure th ! 

stronger will be the ad vocac) of Preethoughl 

There is m> longer any doubt about the s. hool open 
ing and carrying out its plan of work. A box of 
geological specimens have been secured from abroad 
for use by the students in that branch of study, and 

this will l;< -hipped on its rounds to all students for 

examination ami inspection. It will include fossil 
plants an<l animals, and different specimens of geolog 
emanating from the School, tf it only result in help 
leal formations. This is a departure from the system 
of any other Correspondence School, and is designed 
to furnish ocular demonstration to the students of the 

School. 

Tuition fees can m>w be paid .-it anj time, and the 
Scholarship will he immediate!) issued. 

Text books ought i<> be obtained, mid the student 
can order these through the School and obtain the 
twenty per cent reduction. 

Remember, friends, there is no profit to the Blade 
ing to build up the Blade we shall he eminently satis 
tied. Our object is to teach t^ree though! principles 
and to lay a sci e ntific foundation therefor. With the 



demand for higher education there is no reason why 

the School should not succeed. 

At this writing we have partially decided upon a 
Zoological work by James Orton, or I''. derrick, the 
only question to be decided, is the rate of reduction we 
can net for the benefit of the students from the pub- 
lishers. 

We w ill make a final d« « ision in our next. 
Send your name in if you have not already done so. 
1;. read) t<» begin when the School opens. Septem- 
ber 1. 

our time is getting limited, and we are striving t«» 
get ourselves in n adiness to begin the work properly. 



PREr THOUGHT FUNERALS AGAIN. 



To guard and protect our beloved dead from the 
carrion crows of the dread superstition of orthodox 
beliefs should he the lirst consideration of evory Free 
thinker in the world. 

W e have previously writti n on this subject We do 
m»t wish to grow monotonous or tiresome. Since our 
previous comment other articles have appeared rela 
tive thereto whu h suggest fui th< r thoughts along this 
line, and in view of what has been Baid we de< m it the 
1 art of wisdom t<> offer our readers what might he a 
><>lution of a problem that has long been pressing 

them. 

Following the article from the pen of James K. 
Morton, Jr., wherein it is suggested that we get away 
from Christian forms, ami a good suggestion it is, 
M 1 ■>. Henry, ami others, have written on the same 
subject and it begins to look as though a system can 
he inaugurated which will insure the Freethinkers of 
America that their wishes in thif respedt ma> be com 

plied with when t he end < omet h. 

The communication from A.J. Clausen, of Hi Ans 
gar, [owa, is valuable and straight to the point The 
Blade heartily commends ami endorses the sugges 

tions therein contained, and will readily open its col 

twins lor the publication of a standing li-t of the 
names and addresses of Freethinkers who ore both 

l npahle and willing to undertake such a sad duty. In 

one thing, however, the Blade would offer au amend- 
ment, namely, in regard to the distance or radius sug 
gested. Fiftj miles is but a comparatively nhort dis 
tance. On hundred miles can be traversed in three 

hours in almost an\ part of the country, and in the 

times gone past the Blade's editor has travelled Bix 
times that distant e in order to ( onduct a Fr< ethought 

funeral. 

Suppose we had two in eat li state, ea< h in a differ 

ent Section of the State, who would undertake these 
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duties when occasion demanded them, we could, there 
by, cover the whole State, and no Freethinker need 
be laid to hi> Inst res1 without such rites a he may 
desire or express a wish to have, The nam* a could 
be kept in a standing column, so that nil Blade; renders 
inny know where to Bnd them, and a telegram could 
quickly <all them to any desired point. A- booh ns 
two, or three, have volunteered for this purpose, the 
list will he made up for the benefit ol those living 
within easy reach. 

There is also < onsiderable gratifh ation to know thai 
Mrs. Henry is inclined to makt such a work a part 
of her future labor for Freethought. With Dr. Wil- 
son living less than a hundred miles away, Kentucky 
can rest assured thai nil the wants throughout the 
State in the direction indicated can he supplied. A 
considerable portion of Ohio can nl><> be covered. 
\\ hnt we want now i-, a volunteer service for the pur« 
poses suggested, find with Mi-. Henry and Mr, Olau 
m ii. we have a splendid h» ginning. 

All are invited t<> send a communication to the 
Blade on this >nhj< < t. and, if possible, to volnutt er for 
the duties herein suggested. 



The announcement made bj tin* Humanitarian Re- 
view, to tile effect thai its editor is about realize 
one of his fondest hopes, b) enlarging the mazagine, 
is refreshing and encouraging. When anj Free 
thought periodical is able to "enlarge" and thereby 
increase the scope and power of it> activitien in pro 
paganda work, it shows forth a healthy sign. This 
ought to become epidemic. The good work ought to 
he catching. Freethinkers, everywhere, could now- 
well afford to allow their mental effort* to expand in 

the same proportion, and we could SOOn make our 

selves felt With the August uuiuber, so Editor Davis 
announces, its pages will he enlarged and the Review 
w ill he almost, double its present sie. Qood news from 

tin' West, surely. 



Tin* church leaders of the country are not taking 
verj kindly to the facta given l>> Thomas Dixon, dr., 

and repeated hy Dr. Aked from the pulpit of the 

Rockefeller church, concerning the arrested church 
progress in the large cities of the country, hnt rail as 

they mas, the faet remains that the church i* failing 

to keep up in numerical strength with the increasing 
population of the country. 

Only a few days a^<> an oiit>p<»ken infidel was ex 
oeedingly rare, hnt every town, village and hamlet on 

the continent ran not only boast one, hnt several. In 

some communities infidelity has become fashionable, 

and the church is in the attitude of playing to empty 



bent lies, almost begging for a crust, an opportunity to 

do something in an orthodox way. To condemn the 
strictures of the gentlemen above named does not 
mend matters or alter the facts. Anyone at all con- 
\< rsanl with tin' religious sentiment of the nation at 
large well know and realize that the church is ein/ag- 
ing in a mighty struggle to keep up appearances, and 
bj the judi< ions use of an elegant Muff they are able 
to keep tin ii heads above the rising waters of honest 
doubt 

It is useless lor the clergy to deny. The people 
know different. Their denials may go unchallenged, 
undisputed, hnt the people are doing considerable 
thinking and this, in itself, is a fatal proceeding for 
th< church. 

In dealing with the supernatural, as with all things 
else, it were well to hear in mind the apothegm of 
Seneca, which is to the effect, that "many persons 
would have attained wisdom if they had not presumed 

that tin y had already possessed it." 



After all old orthodoxy is the very ethVient wet- 
tiurse of Infidelity. Refusing to accept any middle 
ground, counting all who are not openly for it as 
against it. the majority have taken the superstition 

at its word 



\'o\\ is the time to send in the new subscriber along 
a itli your renewal. It only < osts titty cents additional, 
[f all do this, our subscription is .just doubled Von 

all know what that means. 



Mark the believer and the unbeliever. The scholar 

follows the gonfalon of the latter, while the ignor- 
amus follows blindly in the trail of the former. 

i i . 1 1 • 1 » desiring bound copies of the Binds at the end of the 
ire requested to lend in tbolf ASJDSi bootBM we shall 
hind on!) direct, personal order, This bound volume win make 

valuable SddiUcn to in) library and VS propOSS to supply 

tlum .it SOtUSJ <*ost. 



Pun snd rests ere in sesren, boils ukl bUsters in hell, ami 
bundredi ipend their lives trying to tad out which of the two 
»-\il> 1 1 1 * > would tool it best to dodge. 



One sood method of belplnf ths Binds tu success is by 
patroniilni those who sdvsrtise n Its columns, such patronage 
Ii m index to ths Interest tnksn m ths Binds and the extent of 
Iti resdini idvertlslng ssslsti la defruylns, ths ivpssiiss. 



i , be effort to bring ■oclsHsm and Ohristlnnlt| Into a closer 
compact ths vicarious atonement bushisss will have to be 
dropp< .i. snd then good bys to Chris tisnltjr. 



m 

\ 



BIBLICAL COMMENTARIES. 



i ('( in Inued from page i 
as immoral ah an\ man ihai lold lid [I 
seems that such a Cod beat! Bob Tall i ll 
ing lies, and it is said that Bob Tail beat 
the Devil Can you depend on the propheti 
of such a flickering God 

The prophecies keep people gU4 Ming and 
they do not guiss alike by a long shot. 

Why are no; the prop h o clei ipoken In ex- 
plicit and plain tenni \\ hat will take place, 
and a/hen and the prophectei that tre said 

to have been fttUUIod a lr« ;;<!;. . why do* Mi 
not every one don*- so plain thai a way- 
faring man, though he be a tool, he aead 
not err therein. 11 Qod wantl to reveal 

thlngi to us lor our benefli be oar alnly 
ought to be wise enough to do it in a plain 
way so that people could toil) understand 
so than would b«- no gueei work tboot It? 
You talk about the word of Gkxl* and the 
Interpret! ions of the Scripture and truth- 
fulneai of the Scripture* 

This interpret at ing Scripture, is ■ won- 
derful business, m on s upon lop of scores 

of sects and creeds of the Chrietlani have 
sprung uj» over the laud due to the different 
in;, rpretationi of the Bcripturea. 

Many of theae different oraedi of >he 
Chrietlani in time past have thed oaec 

others blood in deadl> Combat all due to 

t h« ir different Interpretation! of the word 
( ( Qod, fought each other, like the different 

tribes of Indians have fought each other in 

by-gone days. Heretlci have raftered tre- 

mendiously at the hands <»i tin se Christians. 

Now when you christians undertake to 

answer this llounder and squirm and twlet 
and juggle things together — and look ftj 

viae as eerpente — and trj to appear to be 

as hannhss as doves, and tell us how Cud 
works in myitertottl a*ayi. 

2 CHKONICCKS. 

isc II V.- And the Cord said. Who shall 
entice Ahab, King of Israel, thathc may go 
up and fall at Kamoth, Qlliad, And one 
spake saying alter this manm r. and another 
•aj ing after that manm r. 

18c 20 V.— Then there came OUt a Spirit 
and stood before the Cord, an 1 said, I will 
entice him. And the Cord laid unto him, 
Wherewlt h. 

Comment.— It now HOmi thai this Spirit 
was about to let this Cod of whom th. se is 

nothing bidden—into the aacrot 

18c H V.- And be said 1 will go out and 
be a lying Spirit, in the mouth of all his 
prophets. 

And the Cord said then shait entice him, 

and then also prevail, go out end do even 

so. 

18c 22 v.- Now t h e r e f ore behold, the 

Cord hath put a lying Spirit in the month 
of these thy prophets, and the Cord hath 

ipoken anainal I b* , 

COminent i im latiafled that this Qod 
sp«,ken of bare, is the lame one ipoken of 

in Second Klngl, but if not be mu.-.t be of 
the same family of Qodl toff be leafno to 
be just as trick.v . what do you think Ol W it 

a God— 1 think it wouhi be i errtble thlnf 

to fall into tin- hands of sun a cruel and 
unjust Cod.' 

hfATHBW. 



For the 



son if man shall 

come in the glory oi nil Father with the 

lagCll, and then he shall ivwnid ever) man 
according to his woi K 

lie N v.— Verily, I iaj unto >ou, There 
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be s< ni" standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till tin \ see the son of man 
coming in his kingdom. 

Comment — I wonder who it was standing 
tin re that should not UUtl of (h ath till 

they aae 'he son of man ai h in- Booh of 
angell OOmleg in his kingdom. If these 
people are still tiring »they are much 
Older than it was said M« i l.usalah wiij. 

when he <i x « d — now if theae people are yet 
living they should be hunt, d up and in- 

terrogated as to how aoon are may expect 
ChHsl l sreond coming, 
ii Christ has alreadj come the gooooQ 

' i in* In- has been v« ry Itlll about it. UODOd) 

hai Bound It out yet i should not wonder 
it there wee mother one of them propheti 

ihat the Lord pat a lying Ipirit into his 
mouth. 

2 1c 30 V. — And then shall Ippcor the sign 
of th<- ion of man in beaven, ind then shall 
all tin* tribes of the earth mouin. and they 
shall Me the son of man coming in I he 

cloudi of beaven, with power ami great 

glory. 

2ic ::l V— And he shall send bis angels 

with a greei louad of a trumpet, ami they 

shah gather together his elect from the 
lout winds, from One end of heaven to Hie 
oth« r. 

i'lc SI V.— So likewise ye, when ye shall 
eel all theae things, know that it is near 
e\ . Q at the doors. 

24c 14 V. — Verily, 1 say unto you, this 

generation shall not pace, en all then 
even at the doors. 

I4C HI V.— Verily I lay unto yen. this gen 

oration ihall not pace, till all tins.' thing! 
be fulfilled. 
Comment — Christ layi this generation 

Ihall not pass away till those Lhlagl all be 

fulfilled. What generation 1 The genratlon 

• hat was in existence at the time thes< 
iiin^s was said to bare bean spoken, how 

elae can you make an) tenee of it. There 
has generation after generation paiied 
awaj since that time, no leoond ooming 
yet — peradventure that Qod Cue appeari to 

be so band] at putting lying Spirits in o 
propheti* mouths got in his work on that 
prophet- also. 

HARK. 

lie tl V - Then if ;ni.\ man shall say to 
you look, lure is Christ, or look, he is baft, 

i i Have him not. 
18c II v.— For falae Chrieti ami (able 

propln ts shall rise and shall show signs 

and wooden, to ■educe, if It ware poeelble, 

even the cl^ct. 

ISC 19 V.- So ye in like manner, when ye 
.-.hall let these things come to pass, know 
ihat it is nigh, even m the doors. 

13c 30 V. — Verily I say unto you, ihat 

thli generation ihai] not pass, till these* 

1 1 1 i i ; ^ | be done. 

Commen t .—V/ e bare teen none of theae 
itgm come to pass as the sun being dark* 
ened and the moon refuelng (0 give her 
light. <■:<.. only i» ■ natural way. This gen- 
eration shall not pail, etc., till these things 
eome, is getting to be old. a thousand 
\ears is as a day \sith the Cerd, is a sub- 

Lorfuge that Chriitlani ouoti on some oe 
-a ns to try to luetaln argument, but u 

is a failure with real honest thinking peo- 
ple. Qod created and made all that was 

made in six dari «''»"» reeted on the leventu, 
bence our Chrii tan Babbatb now mee an 
this icventb day bj a thouaand year as n 
da) witb the Lord you might worh ill 
thou md . ' w and th< d reat a thouaand 



years. I knew ot no one that would be 
liable to get to work one day. even, let 
llone resting one day (thousand years). 

lie -i v Heaven ami earth shall pas* 

away: but tie words shall not pass away. 

Comment — No your words will not pass 
iway so long as then- are credulous people 
full of lUperatition— and are ready to gulp 

down mythical teaching!, in the chore 22 

V. it says for false Christs and false 
piophetl .-hall uae, etc. J admit there has 
arose in linns gone by, many falsi- saviors 
ami prophets, and I believe that Christ is 

no exception. Many rellgloni have their 
■acred booha, wordi of Qod, or Blbioe, so 
to speak, with their virgin born saviors who 
i - \ elalffl wai born of a virgin through 
an Immnciilite conception — and all before 
the Christian tavior, and offer the same 
quality «»i evidence Ihat tin- Chriatiani do 
to try to eitabUib it ii a tact, th e r efor e 
i believe about the one the same as the 

o h. i hat is that they are all mythical - 
having no foundation in fad. 

Thej have their prophets— and miracle 
workers- and the] juggle, twis: and louirm, 

and CUt and cover -and try to gel every 
body to ac Dt it as a foci, the same as 

Chriitlani do. Borne ma) claim that we 
should believe in the lecond coming of 
Christ or it wouhi not bo repeated so many 

tlmeg in the New Teetament. i want to 

tell you that a ni\th or a falcohood if 
| ( at. d :i legion of times in the Itibh or OUt 
Btcle Of i: «' Kf make it a truMi. 

LI HK 

21c 27 V— And than shalt they see the 
son of man coming in the cloud with POWCT 
ai d great glory. 

i'lc \ . And be ipake to them parable 

bt h< hi the ti^ I rea, ami all the trees. 

lie B9 V*. Heaven ami earth shall pass 

away: but my words shall no: pass. 

Comment — You see we are remlnilml 
again of the endurance of all worda. Mow 

as to mj part I had just as soon loOl 0Qff 

tbe icoond coming of lloe ei or BUJah as 

tor the sec. ml coming Of Christ: Oh you 
ma.\ M) that we bUVC no promise of Mos»-.s 

or Blijah'i leoond coming. 

Well, what is the difference, hadn't you 
II lOOfl look for unreasonable things to 
conn- to pass that had not been promised, 
as to look for an unr. asonable thing to 
come to pass that bad been promised by 
somebody that yog know nothing about. 
C< nturi. s I |VC passed since the time that 
is said was promiied to come to pa*n or be 
fulfilled. 

Y« rily I say unto you. There be some 
standing, which ihall not last of death till 
they see the do<r of man coming in his 
kingdom. 

ItOM.WS 

::<• 7 V. For if the truth Of Qod hath 
more aboumhd through m\ he unto his 
glory, why yet am I also judged as a sin- 

a. r. ( Paul.) 

Paul, alao must bav< become afflicted 
wi h that lying spirit ihat we have been 
reading about Paul •eemi to think, that it 

is the right thing to do, to lie for the glory 
( f Qod. I reckon if we tell some worship- 
ping lies for the glory of Cod ami EOT the 

cause of tie- church ami religion; we win 
n« t a lot of big bright ■tan to beautify our 
crowns with, gay, didn't John when he was 

Ml the Isle Of PatmOe, See Wonderful <le- 

rangement of the stars ami a lot of aneer 
thingc? 
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\\v ire told about the s« rpent, the Devil, 
■Attn, hc, being the rather of Ilea and a 

deceiver, and so slick with liis tongue; if 
looks Ilk*' he or that Qod tfiat was so 
handy with lying Spiiits give Pan] a do I 

\\'c rand la the holy Bible about what 

004 did and what the I N vil did What God 

command— -what be lanetlned and what be 

winki d at, ate. 

if those thtnge be true, i conclude thai 
the DeTll is hilly as humane as Qod, the 
Bible Qod and fully as truthful and 

ibrewder, lot ii* the accounts . i what each 

• lie lid he i r«ii' l»evi! has oui generated 

Qod from tht garden of Eden down till to- 
day. Qod never undertook anything hut 
what the De?ll btttted in and OiUeed Qod a 

peeb of trouble; canned him to have to 

drown tlx Whole world with a lli od of 
water; uml also lad to suffer his own to 
be Crucified so that We might he saved 

from our am?, 

The Serpent, 'he Devil commenced right 
>'n the garden of Eden ami thawed Qod 
what be a aid do. 

Wo Chrlatiam claim that wo bare the 

true religion md that there is no other 

• i\. n umh r h ivi a, nr am< Qgit meg where* 

by be saved eXCepI this .1. W*l Christ. 

Now if thai be true there will he but a 
verv small par cent of the people of the 

world sa\<d. at the most that ran he saved. 

Nineteen hundred yaara of thii Bavlor 
Christ arrangement— what per cent of the 
people of the world hare bowed l bah 1 knee 

to him and with their tongltei OOUfeiaed 
btfl name, millions of them have not beard 
< f his name and donl know bin from 

tdam. 

It m ems to me if this Bible C.od nnd 
gUViOf wai M wise and powerful ami so 
mindful of the people of the world and so 
desirous of them being laved in the Chris 

Han heaven, as yon would ban ui t<> be- 

Hare- that they would have got a na ve 

on themeelvei and had thtngi working 

their full Capacit) a^es IgO. 

Some Cbriatiani in attempting to an ewer 
these quotationa, oueetloni and common ti 
in trying to put a qute+ui to iheet ittaoki 
much of It would run after thli manner: 

Cod's wayi are md man'-- wa\s. 

The wayi of Qod are myitertoue. 
Theee thlngi were aol int. tided for ua 
to know 

The way (if Cod are fast finding out. 
Qod does these nivsteiioiis filings, for 

some wisi porpoee, bt it kin am to blmaaH 

If we don't understand theae thinus we will 
understand them later. 

All cf Cod's wayi are wladom ami a lot 

Of stuff of the same quality. 

ONE MORE JOINS IN. 
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The ftUthOf Of the article, headed. Tdly 

ami Fury of Pinattcieai instead of ihowteg 
the benevolence religion has infused into 
\ \> mind, it eppeara he would rather strive 
to bring yon Into trouble. 

He do es his letter by alluding to the 
sacred truhs of the bible* which "lying 

nnd an crupuloui men bare attacked." 

Will the writer of that article he good 
enOUgtl to Itate just three or four of those 

"■acred truths." iueh as the world will re* 

gard as truths and hitherto unknown to 

hlatorj and phlloaophy ami promulgated to 

the world I know of no such 'truths" in 

the hihle. 

A little discussion along this line, carried 
on in the spirit of truth would do ome pood. 

\ A BELL, M. n. 

Madison. <la 



(By Susan .1. Pack.) 

The inavcn of Revelation is nor. only 
the bearea of the Jews hut of no Jewi ax* 

COpt those of the twelve tlibei Of Israel. 
The JeWI who were in the land of Nod 

(Nod himself being a Jew ( )at the time 

that one of their lords w b in army in- 
vaded Eden, as well as < then then dis- 

p cried among other nations of the t n 
llet '»• !:• eicluded. The king, (Jeeua, the 
only 1. ^ iien son,) in hi.- meaaage given 
to John. (Sea Rev, ill. laaured his fol- 
loweri that he would come on them as a 

thief. He made no |»r» ten ..• of being hon 
eat, but thus openly declared himself to he 
a thief. lad in his coronation speech, de- 
livered his officers, (other Jewlab lorde,) 

JUBt before his capture while living, he told 
tin in that not all his follower!, (not the 

(entiles among thean*) ihould enter into 
hi- heaven, <as he called i' » <See Matt. 
vii. 81-18,1 'Not every one that aalth unto 
me, Lord. Lord shall enter into the kingdom 

ot beaven ; Many will s;n mi' » me in that 
day. L< rd. Lord, have we not pit phealed in 
th> name?—? And then will I profess unto 

them, 1 never knew you; depart from 
me ye workeri of mlqulty." The itatement 
that be would profeai n»i u them, *i never 
knew you," was an aeknowl<Hlgement that 
he would He to them: and not only lid be 
promise to lie to them, hut to semi them to 

hell for being follower! of bli 'teaching! or 

war. discord and dishorn Wty. In his I BOCh 

ai »in. he Mid, is.v Mat XV. H I "Than 

-hall he (the Ixin^) sa> llao linto Com on 

the h 11 hand. Depart fn in ate ye cureed 
w 1 » 1 in 1 now curse,) Into everlaetlng 
tire prepared tor the devil (another devil,) 
and his angels. " (Meesengeri or follow- 
era.) in the paeaagei quoted we have his 
prom lee to rob them, to Ho ,o and deny 
tin in and 10 condemn them to perdition tor 
obedience to his teaehlnga; and this Jewlab 
h 11 is the church'i ■o-called Sa\ior. 

c. net ruing the ohureh'i chl< I laint and 
fust people Peter, let ni read in aeti v.. 

the stor.\ ot Ananias gnd BapphllU his wife, 
who l ad sold some laud and of 'lie mom > 

received for the mum, had given to the 
church a sum deemed i>\ them to be auhV 

Oient, or all that they could afford. We 
have no evidence in the Bible iccount thai 
Ananias ami Sappliira lied «<> Pe C», 

though Pet< p aecueed I hem of doing io, 
aaaurlng them that the alleged in* had been 
told to the gboet of the Jewlih king, called 
the Holj Qhoat, who, through Peter, was 
>ti:i prerldmg over the church eetabilahed 
ie his tiilt 1 lab son. 
in i|ieakmg of the land, Pater asked of 

Ananias: "While it remain. .I. was it not 
thine own. and alter it was sol I was it not 
in thine own power?" Tin power which 

Peter wai robbing him of. Even if Ana 

nias did say that he sold the land for a 

certain inm but did mt mention the full 
amount received bj him. he refrained from 
dot dm 10 i« doubt as a lafeguard igatnat 
poaalble loss b) theft which he had need 

lo do. We read that while \nanias was 

bearing the aeouaatlon of Peter, lie fell 
down ami gave up the ghoit, ami meat tear 

CHUM on all them that In ..id the-.- thing*, 
And the young men arose, wound him up. 

and carried him out and buried him Ami 

i' wai .c oin the spac of tfcret hours alter. 

when lii. v if. . not kn leg . ! at was done, 

can e mi Ami Pot r mi nered unto her. 
Tell me whether ye mOd the land for so 



much. Mid she said. Tea, for so much. 
Tin n peler laid unto her, How is it that 
ye have ■ greed together to tempt the 

Spirit of the Lord?" (Let us remember 
that the iplrll of the Lord was the spirit 
Of the thief.) "Behold, the feet of them 
which have buried thy husband are at the 
door, and shall carry thee ou\ Then fell 
■he down straight way at his feet and yield- 
ed np tht gboet; and the young men came 
in. ami nnd In t dead, ann. carrying her 
forth, buried her by her huabaad. And 
great f«ar came upon -iii the church and 

Bpon all the church and upon as many as 

i" ird . beee thfmjt. M 

W e her I , ter by his own hand used a 
bludgeon I r a dagger in slaying Ananias 
and Bapphlri or, wheter thej were killed 
b) otheri at his command we do not read; 
but, it is certain 'hat what we do read 
htrnlehee the evidence of the cold-blooded 
murder ami burial without <•• reajoa jy with 

robber) as the object, of those two per- 

lom Bapphlra was not even ai»prised or 
her huaband'i death, nor. invited to his 

burial, for a funeral he had not: for both 
were dragged on (after having been rob- 
bed,) end thrown Into graver prepared for 
t lo -i.i •>> t'n-r mnrdfrei . at the command 
of the hurcl *u dii< t" Mint, who was one of 

i s chief devi s. Purther perauel of the» 
chapter revenli the fact that although tne 
people f< a re. I Peter, (the lord.* the number 
in tl»- churchei Wai increased from that 

rery cauae, ai in thoae earlier times of 
which we read in (Bather VUL 17.) "Ana 
man) of the people of the land became 
lews for ln<' rear of 'he .T» Wl fell upon 
them.' Still further we are informed that 
the high priest of the Sadducees. (Materlal- 
i>is.i imprisoned those who opposed them. 
Hut one of the lords mnt a messenger, 
(called an angel,) by alght, to bring them 
fir h with the command to tiach "all the 
WOrdl of tlii< life." The Oblef priests of 
the Sadducees would have compelled them 

to teach Matertallam; but when they ban 
L .n releaaed they continued <hoir former 

i. i< I lug, M d tin of tin Jews advised 
Otht n as to their treatment of them, men 

tlouing other teaehera who bad been slain 

and their follow, rs dll POra ed. 

Paul, the looond chief Mint of the churcn, 

aftl r having peraecutad, tortured and killed 
tin' fOlk>Weri Ot the Qentlle'l Jesus, (or 
just om-.l ie who taught that the right ot 
tiie individual to oh. \ COnecleaCO Is su- 

preme forever, ipenl years travelling 
tiin>iu r h different countrlee remote from the 

seem s of his p» rs. cut ions in chains and 

ander guard, teaching, because forced to, 
the doc trim which ii< had murdered otheri 

fOff 'he teaching of. that he might then 
le' p o increase the number of the follow 
• .s ,,r the (. '■ ille. u illed .Je-oH,i and who 
was the ( arpenter s son. whose following 
lie lent unci* IO much reduced 

The method of frightening converts into 
the churchei by murdering, robbing ami 
peraecutlng, employed by Peter and his 
aeaoeiatee, hi still reported to by mission- 
aries i-i fi n Ign OOUntrlee; and the reports 
that India and China will soon be Chris 
Man. is dm- to such practices. The mission- 
aries who are usually representatives of 
lyndloatei whose members possess prop- 
iit \ requiring the employment of laborers, 

add to the means mentioned the boycott, 
relying on the pretence Of the army of their 
own country, ofleered by .lews, to enforce 

by raids, mas-acres and outrages, including 

ih. kidnapping id" women, the conversion 
of the aativea. 
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Che Blade's Correspondence 



Joins the School. 



grand rapids, wis. -Papera with oat 
Mm of Correapondenoe school received, am 

greatly pleased with Mine, and ! will sun |y 
enroll with you and stud fir.-i ; - ar > tuition 
fee before September 1st. I hope jrou will 
be able to enroll at toast 0D6 hundred to 
one hum/red and fifty students. Fraternall) 
QUO. If, OTTO. 

The True Religion. 

ashvillk. x. C— The true Trinity la 
PalUier, Mother and Child. The fust standi 
for law, the second for life, the third for 
love. The social child, la the *OClal lavior; 
because it is the connecting link between 
its parents; the past and the future free 
society. The true religion la economic 
fratoraahem. The true oharit} is to loan 
the fraternally organ la d unemployed, capi- 
tal without interest, returnable in install- 
ments, substituting dividend! for wagee. 
One god and one religion — humanity. 

The child of toda> ma) sow day he the 
father of its present lather even ai Chrlal 
was the father of his father. 

PRANK C. RIVER8. 



To Help In The Fight. 



LOWELL. ARIZ. -You may count on me 
for a couple of dollars should Terrible Ted 
dy and his set of grafters try to exclude 
your great weekly from the mails. It 
would be in keeping with the method.-- osed 
by the administration, but I hope you may 
not be troubled more by these hound- of 
superstition — S. J. GARRETT. 

Sends His Renewal. 



PRA2BY8BURG, O.- Bncloat d Bad order 
for three dollars ($8.00), for which please 
move up my subscription tag from July, 
1907, to July, 1909. Also a pice of poetry, 
which we would like very much to iec in 
print in your valuable paper |j space will 
permit it. It is a Clipping which appeared 
in a newspaper some thlrtj live or forty 
years ago. The original OOP) bai bi I n 
lost, and for that reason, its author i no 
known.— J. C. ASHCRAFT. 



Renews And Pledges Help. 

BRIDGEPORT, CALIF— Please find post 
office money order for the sum Of lout 
dollars and a half (94.60), of which I owe 
you three, and with the remaining 11.60, 
move my tag up one year. You can call on 
me for $10.00 in case of an] trouble; ami 
it will be ready when called for. 

\V. CAROILL. 

Another Renewal and Pledge. 

BUCKSKIN. WD.— My time ,s about Bp 
for the Blue Grass, find order for one dollar 
and a half (flJO) to push my tab Up to 
July, 1909. If the attempt is made to e* 
the Blade from the mails, will sub- 
of same, when 



you want it for thai purpose let DM know, 
do not Pke to do without the Blade. 

.ins. ROPBR. 



For Success and Victory. 

ItORBAL, OHIO. I am in arrears sine • 
May, inn?. I have neglected n sewing, so 

h< re goes until 1009 in Ala; : also call on 

John a. Clements tor $5.00, in ease yon 
need it t () defend the constitutional rlghti 
i t An* rlcan etUsena agalnaj the damnable 

creeds of* superstition and ignorance and 
■uppreealon of tru'h and progress and in 
tellectual Civilisation, for factl and truth. 

Bnclosed Sad PostoAce Money Order for 
13.00. BUOCesa tad victory for you. 

JOHN A CLEMENTS. 



Warts Them All. 

HUtiAT BEND. KANSAS.- As I am re- 
ceiving the Blue Orasa Blade, I would like 
to km W if some friend of ours litis sub- 
scribed for me as I want it paid for: I will 
tr\ and make up a club of five subscribers 
as soon as the busv leaaon ll over, but 1 
realise thai if I solicit for the nine eras?* 

Blade. Mat I am liable to he kicked out of 
some Christian friends Blue Crass Yard, 
and then I would regr< I M We Bi Atheists 
have no hospiinls yet. Hoping to bear 

from you soon. I remain yours for hospital* 
schools, nutting plscei and matrimonial 
bureaus, as our Cbrlstlsn Irlendi hove them. 

THOMAS v WHITE. 



His Propaganda. 

1'KLLA. IOWA.- I enclose clipping from 
Chicago Inter-Ocean thai I think is the 
wisest thing I ev< r heard fn IS I Christian 

source, i thought it would be excellent 
ma*ter for the Blade with oommenti i am 
encouraged with the progress the Blade is 

making sad hope the Correspondence 
School will turn o"t some good able writers 
and lecturers. No voting man need be 

sfrald to shew his oolora on matorlsllstle 

lines There is not as much real Chris- 
tianity in the world as some people think. 

i have met many church members who 

DOBS ;is Christian^ and when sounded, are 

rnfldela, and too big oowardi to ihow their 
eolora if the Infldel world would confine 
themselves to good logic and pure |tv< : 
the world would won be won over at leasi 
in R*reetbouailt and Preethouahl would nltv 
mateli result in the universal brotherhood 
of man. 

I am a materialist I am freethoiigbt to 
the rote I Ufce broad platforms and liberal 
rlei Then* nre fear people who sen tees 

sound reasoning with faith and fable. I 

aev< r have seen ■ person Christum i n*een, 

S 1 o could stand continued fill of SOOd lo"le 
and reSBOa very long. Their faith will 

noon fade awai it will not do to souse 

Christians AJWByi adminh I. r the balm 

of allied for wounded feelings before th« 
onslaught i« made An ounce of pre 
ven»ntive Is worth I pOSjad Of cure. Cirst 

get them to realise that the humane emo- 
tions of lOWS and deVOtloa to humanity. 



exists within u^. I first give my whole re- 
ligion expert nee my great struggle with 
unbelief, mj pleading! With Jesus and god; 

for years, i Quote the scripture. Faith is 

the gift <d' god I claim thy promise. It 
is up to thee. I am waiting, waiting. 1 
Jim pleading, pleading. Thy promise, oh 

god. thy promise, i claim, i am helpless, 
helpless. Lost; Lost, and then some more 
pleadlnga Of course no answer comes. 
Then the whole responsibility is on goo 

and hll son. and the scriptur* . This is a 
very lit |s of my real Christian experience. 
Wren thai is told, open ap the batteries 

with solid lboi on the gods and the whole 

in I' M rnity, and If they haven't 

k It all tlx religion they ever had by tha 

time, they will go off praying for the poor 
'ost sinners. Then you have prepared the 
was for the Biue crass Made, and they 
would destro) all the theology this side ot 
Had< s. suc< « si to tin Blade. 

ii m mm 



DAVE'S LETTER. 



TO HIS DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER. 



(Cop) right applied f< r, 1908, b) Franklin 
H Heald). 

.My dear h< BV( nl> father: — 

How fat is In sen from heart Is It near- 
er or father from the sun; or is it nearer 
* me of the big suns that Papa has heard 
Oft Can we sc.- it when they get the big 

telescope done, up on aft Wilson, or is it 
spiritual iii<- a oft Hoe many billion of 
years wood n tike lite to go their? Do 
SOU " faster than lite'.' How long WOOd 
it take | dead man to go there, say from 

Chicago; or do Chicago people ever go? 

Can you go as last BI a sole; .Joe says 
When you <li> |US( think ami yog are their 

already. He does lots of things thai way 
now. Lots of his itoryi are the 1 kind: he 

imigines them. lb- can lure angels and 
sometimes he can see them, ust by think- 
ing be does. Do yon ever do thai way? 

There was I man at Los Angeles once, 

that cud set for a weak with h isi head 
hanging over between hli leggs and then 
; blnh t<> d< ad p« ople and people In India, 
bu< he ouuldent talk much to live people. 
He was like an antemlre <»r ■ bee, he did* 
< nt ha\ in) reason to bother with. Els 
lived In i cavi In India and he called him* 
elf i ram. i dent no why. but i think he 

m w you are partial to shec p; of course 

he couldent be ewe lam, so he done the 

best be COUld. Why do you like black peo- 
ple bettt r than white ones? Do you feel 

more ai home with them or do they glorify 
yon better 1 

I to v On DO our m w Divine Heeler here 

ai Los Angeles? Are yon real* backing 
him The i octon are an htl mad. He 
cures lots of people who <iuit taking the 
Doctor's medicine. First tiling you no 
ih. re will I" I lot Of Doctors looking for 

work The) don'i think much of the dl 
irlne bu Inesa ind blame you and the 
preacher for robbing them of trad.' Of 
core i tbla Divine Heeler doot cure anybody 

|j | ick but neither do t tie I NX 

U r The Doctora are blamelng the Preach- 
era and both ire knocktni you on the 
quiet and claiming it is a Bake, of corse 
v < a no your own business, hut I ihud think 
the doe tori were helping yon get a certain 

ClaM to he m n As ever. 

DATE 




BLUE GRASS BLADE 



15 



Give 'Em Fits. 




That's what 'TH1-: 
gCABLBT shadow," 
Walter Urn' s LTt-.-.it red- 
Ical novel, doo»a to the 
|0 OM Of bigotry end su- 
i stitiou Aid thf s«>c- 
ulnr prtss ol the country 
gOOdod by the church 
element, Is throwing' a 
over it. too. No othMP 
novel of this decade h is 
been so Widely and ho 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodqx critics —which 
Is sufficient p oof that It 
Is all rlnht. It has en - 
ub-d a sensation in enn- 



■creative circles and 
aused COOStornatiOn 
among the ataTgy, 

It la enthusiastically 
tndOTUd by lending 
I' r. . (thinkers through- 
out the world. You al! 
know hOW Hll t ran writ.' and in Mils hook 
he is at nis best. It is an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
IL'L' pages, print. .1 on n.avy Sgg-«aefl pap. r 
and bOttIM in ox-blood eloth. 

Price II Je, postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 

Lex ngton. Ky. 



O. M. ROBINSON 



Violin Maker 



NO. 12 
E. Seventh St. 



ST. PAUL, MINN. 



Buy your violins and get your repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 years experience 
and will guarantee everything or no sale 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates India,- 
trlnl I nlonlam. 

S 

l:. \olMtiona-y to thi I MB. 
EDITED DY A FREETHINKER. 

The . n.iny of c\ erythlng that sup ports th* 

. rioting Metal trier 

Send for sample copy. 

Address: The Wage Slave Pox 337. Hancock, 

a. m ■nmroN, wmm 



Be Sure and Subscribe For 

Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, Science and Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor ... j. Bptnotr Kills. 
Published at 185*4 Que. n St. West. To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms. ?1 per annum, in 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All Communications for tht Kdiforial de 
partment should be addn : 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought." 

Queen St. V7eet, Toronto. Can. 
All Husiness communications, orders for 
hooka, printing, etc., should Im addressed— 

c. M. EL Lis, Proprietor and i , ui)iisher, 
Secular Thought, 

185Vi Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can. 

16 (MEDIUM) SIZE 

Men's New Thin Model Watches 

HAMPDEN -No. 104" iz | 6 w< It, | 
*Wm. MoKlnley", :-i |ew< I ■ • I; nine, 17 

P'wels. $IL»; "(Jeneral Stark- 17 lewis, 

110: II Jeweta, 7 Jewels, 16 SO. 

v \ ILTH \M • "Mveraldt Maximal," _:: 
{•welt, |60; 'Riverside,* 19 jowls, $LM: 
•i'. B, Bartlett" 17 jewels. $12 ... 16 Jeweta, 

$*: 7 iowols. :?«;. 

KI.CIX "No. lit," or ]••-'•• L'1 jewels. 
Nil "V« -ritas" 21 (ewelfl $27; "24a\" 17 
lewela, $22: •'212" 17 |eweta, |1S: "211." 
17 jewels. $12: ".140," u jowls. $M: LB 
lewela, $8; 7 leweta, $6. 

C tSBfl ah the above In tl e new Thin 
Model Bilvertne Berew i \i ie in Puhv'e, 
Crown or Deuber fin. 4 | 1,1 ( *se guarun 
teed by 1 he manufacture n for 20 j aara, 
arttatlo hand chased or plain, 13, or bunt- 
ing ease, mora, in 2. r , rear 1 aaa, $2 more 
' Nan in N rear ease. i„ cat , guaranteed 
for all time, screw, $S, or 'uniting. $10 

more than In BiWerina 1 est Prloa ei 
■olid boM eaaea on application. 

Every Watch Guaranteed Ft-sh and New 
from Factory (no "ahopkoe] ■-• }, an 

rate time k< aper and. If well u • d, food lor 
Hftj reuri or longer. Will i>.> kepi In order Boa 
one rear. Beware of ''Special" naovemeuta 
and eaaea, mad.' nobody anon where, and 
which yen cannot price intelligently and 

Inn , v. wliov. Also howaiv ,.f .li.- work 

'engraved" eaaea- they are ■ fraud Tnoae 
Hated above are known to be the host 
watchet oaade, and if watch li new and 
i" rfect, rou are aafe to buy them where the 
price is low, -st. 1 , mv freight. 
Deecrlbc eloat i\ what rou a ml and tat 

Ota s,-n«l von cuts ami prfoef alao of my 

Preethought Badge and ing< r oil Bpoona, 
King Gauge and ,„>• great little tract 
1 ht > in in The Crucible " free 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 

Cook Co., Ills. 



Six Popular Books Sent Free 



As 1 mat tor of advertisement and to In- 
en UN Um < ir< -nlation of our advanced thought 
re, w 1 will st-nd the following six books 
' ta - v rMUtof of this magazine who will 

OO-Op -rate with us: 

CONCENTRATION: The road to Success. 

I,v Henry Harrison Brown. This is a book 
eonUIi r in pogte written in plain and slm- 
pta language l-y this popular author of New 
Th »Ught hooks. It is a clear and practical 

treettaa an the nttatnmanl of success in every 

araDi of lif.>. Prirp. finely bound in cloth and 

sold. *1.00; paper cover, 50c. 

THE CELESTIAL LIFE. I.v Frederick W. 

I naw book of 444 pagan fttfl of brii- 

' ttlOM Of truth, hl.rhly optimistic 

throughoul and dlraeUng the way to light, life 
Mid power. Handsomely printed and bound 
PHee, rloth and gold. $1.00; paper cover. 50r 

SPRIGS OF POETRY, hv Norrls C. Spri^a. 

I I- D OataradO'l favorite poet. This book- 
is like a harp of a thousand s'rings---rtve 
hundred poeaea, on such a variety of subject* 
that tio reader may fall to strike a harmon- 
I 'M- chord. It eontateS fifteen beautiful illus- 
tratlnr:?.. P:| C e. leatherette, 50c: cloth and 
irnld. SI 00. 

LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, by J 

Howard Cashmere. An answer to Ernest 
HaaekeTi -niddle of the Universe." It pre- 
sents I new hvpothesls for the solution of 
problems of lif.- and mind. Over 200 pages of 

Inspiration Bound <^niy in doth and gold 

Price $1.00. 

SIDEREAL SIDELIGHTS, hv Tharles Loulfc 
!: - P r. ithor of -The Rider Prother" and 
St.-r>plnir-stones to Heaven." This Is a well 
printed hook, containing a number of profound 
and brilliant lerturos on Socialistic and New 
Thought Hnaa PHee, In paper cover only. 50c. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 

' ' letoi Bears, 11 i> The whole world is 

asklntr "What Is N.-w ThOUghl 1 This booklet 

in i elear and aanetoe fashion that 

s.ti«M.«s. Price 10c. 

If fou aieh to 010011 any or all of the above 

be An aand ton eanti in etampe or coin for 
■ample eeptea of our advanced Thought pub- 
lleatlona m.1 we win sand yon special offer 
Manas which win enable yon to secure the 

abOVa bOOhS free. Address 

THE BALANCE PUBLISHING CO.. Inc.. 
1700 Welton Street Denver Colorado 



The People's Press 



reariOM in ttf a*>OOacy of Freethought 
and Keform. 



Publlaaed Weekly at 111 Blue Island Ave. 
. Chicago, Ml. 

J, B. Lenau Publisher. 

Official paper of the Mat crialint Association. 

Subscription, 50 Cents a Year. 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, $t.oo a Year. 



"weeytas 



I 1 1 1 , 1 11) 11 - 



wen*. 



r 



BLUK GRASS BLADE 



mm" 



ill ^Ikjlii, 



I 

77i^ Krs/ a«c/ Onfy Complete Edition of 

VOLTAIRE'S WORKS * 



ever published in English has just Been completed By the 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 

New translations by WILLIAM P. FLEMING, including the Notes of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT, Revised and Modernized A Critique and Biography 
by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY, M. P. 

WI DBS PR F \ D Interest DM prai kft d in the publication of this great author's work*, as it 
ihaik". a 1 rw era in the world of liter al at e. The real history of Voltaire's life and the 
: i-.s wrllitl ! >ve baaa denied English-reading people until thi> u, ik 
iwaiian d. 

\ a i*. eminent alike as historian, safe, satirist, wit, phllosoeher, econeirl t. 
dram'tN, poet, c •-.*!> i t, M the champion of mental libert> and tbe foe of Ln.olerante la Ail 

It f.;ni>. H I h rica writing! are the creation of one who was the admired friend cf lis 
BoverdgM ot Ilia Hist rlat written uithsmh opportunities (rain in every way. His volumes 
Ml I b« Agl ot Loui* " are by Hie oiic BSM best Jilted to treat the (.rand Monarch and h.s 
eu\ .r 1 m i.t. 

I 1 Hctwiade" is the grantee* masterpiece of Epic poetry ever written and the most eloquert 
mssutation of religious tolei ition the world baa evnr known. His tragedies are the most pri^d 
Data sof Fraa s, and his ] tranaa have been played a hundred years. 

• ry" is the best known of Voltaire's works. The w ritings rre 

Ridd and self-explanatory, an Inexhaustible compendium of inlorniation and delighttul emer- 
liuuiueiit. He was among the first ^reat Encyclopedists. 

Voltaire v* is the j fa I sn < atiota, As much credit must be given bi»n rs 

any man m all b : ry fl r tba permanent establishment ol this great American Republic. Th- 
|i Gamd) ■■) MMMaatal reform movement, among tbe many to tbe credit of the nineteenth u... 
tur.v. which was not either originated or pioneered by Voltaire. 



Voltaire will always be regarded 
n in l.terature, of mod 
■n of all times. 



Atheism and fanaticism are the two 
j I 1 . iinverseotconfusionaii' 1 
The narrow rone of virtue is between 
those two. March with a firm step in that 
path; b. i.eve la <iod %nd do good. 



iiarH FORTY- THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 

Size 8' t x 5, 1 { inches— 13,034 P«S«». over 160 
illustrations of which 45 are hand colored. 

: RiatOficalf li volumes: fiencral Literature, embodying his 
sVam , p eOM and Essay I in 2 volumes. Introductory and Komances in 4 vol. 

Um< i, ai .1 15. graj hy,< ontainina Biographical Critique of Voltaire, in 5 volumes; Philosophical 
1 710101 third volume is an Index. It has been compiled in such a 

way Ibal it b in its. !i a most interesting volume. 

THE EDITION VX&«&*T& OS&fS&Sl&b & Sfift 

ite and piquant old I rem h dajtaaa, »|>e< ial to ti e text, 



historic characters. ] 1 
tion has been taken to br 



eaih feature of the I 



THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL 



and I very few of da 

a*ts we are going to offer them on these 
.r examination and approval. If satisfactt 
.1 monthly payments. The Sets are Lin 
tadthepi swfTI bead* ed to $172.00. 



ish Basket Buckram (Rod 



id wb leti 
I 



V. JKLD'S (ilM Ohl MTI.R x I ' Mh, ALL ON APPROVAL, 
lar 1 M smi.ll, can afford to Ut this opportunity pass. 



A SPLENDID, MASSIVE LI2RA^Y OF T 
one who possesses t 1 : rar>, ci. « 



REMEMBER — 

THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. gW 



St Hubert <3uU& 

VHork*bop0 

AKRON, OHIO 



The St. Hubert Oulld of Art Craftsmen 



Please send me, charts 
of Voltaire, in Forty" 
H.i>krt Buckram, ll 



prepaid, the cornptae w s 
Thasa (41) Vol- ies. 1 _.u i i d 



at >>nce and f 3.00 per rt: I r 1, 
a J vise you Within ten days. 



fad \v, I \ l r r-.iit 



KsucUtu* 

City 



Aba* Date 



A Future Life 



A Critical Inquiry into the Scientific Value 
of the Alleged Evidences that Man's 
Conscious Personality Survives 
the Life of the Body. 

Embracing 

A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec- 
tion of the Body, Re-Incarnation, Spiritism. 
Annihilation. Theories of Metaphysicians, 
Phenomena Ot Spiritualism, etc. 

BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS 

An oc avo volume of 172 pases, with line 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and lull 
tabic of Con ten *a, wall print*! on Crystal 
Book i apei ana] reatlj booad la cloth. 

•A rut un- Lifer is the title of a book 

JOfcl otr In my opinion It takes rank 

with tba best thought Of the times on the 
■object, tirery >oooelvable pbaoa of this 
rnyatarioif lubjoet ... is treated in the 

clearest scien ific manner. My Impressioi 
on reading it was, that all thai Is known 
on this subject tip to date is fold here. It 
is a fortrfie.it ion behind which the thinker 
may ie<>| himself secure. . .this very ex- 
rapt tonal look is the product of a mature 
and axoeptiOnally-tea analytical mind."— 
J. a Wilson. If. I).. In the Bine Crass 

Btmda 

Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point within the Tnltea 
.States. 

Foreign 10c extra 
Puhlish-d by the Author at 
854 E. Lee St. Los Angeles. Cal. 
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By William H Maple. 

THE IDENITY OF "GOD" WITH 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

Tbe only book of Its kind in 
Neat cloth binding. 183 pagja. two striking 
illustrations, 75 cents, paper binding 36 
postpaid. 

INGERSOLL BEACON < O., 

7S LA SALLE ST. ClflCAGO. 



